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lo all day long the noise of 


battle rolled, Along the mountains 
by the winter sea...”. Living temp- 
orarily in the Adelaide suburb of 
Tennyson, it was easy to recall the 
opening lines of the great man's 
poem in the atmosphere of the last 
Grand Prix of 1989. 
Leopard tanks in the streets of the 
ci warplanes in the rain-sodden 
skies above... and a distinct whiff of 
cordite in the air at ground level 
both before, during and after the 
race that at least eliminated all 
doubt as to the identity of the 1989 
World Champion. 
At precisely 15.25 local time, Ayrton 
Senna's obs e pursuit of the title 
ended when his McLaren smashed 
into the back of Martin Brundle’s 
Brabham, Until that moment, Senna 
had looked likely to sail away with 
the race - which was just as well, for 
it was almost impossible to drive 
away with it 
The new World Champion was not 
even in the race: Alain Prost, in his 
last Grand Prix for the McLaren 
team, was outraged by the decision 
to start the race in the pouring rain, 
resolved to drive one token lap, and 
stop - which is exactly what the 
little Frenchman did. How galling it 
must be to be proclaimed World 
Champion in such circumstances 
the Suzuka incident with Senna, the 
McLaren appeal against Senna’s 
disqualification, and an anticlimatic 
or should it be climatic? - end to 
the racing year 
Prost had tried to enlist other drivers’ 
help in forcing a longer delay before 
the Adelaide start. Since they had 
already come to the other end of the 
earth, he maintained, what harm could 
there be in waiting a little longer to 
see if things might improve? Nelson 


Piquet was another who argued the 
same case: two World Champions in 
concert ought to count for something, 
But no, just a handful of other 
drivers - eventual race winner Thierry 
Boutsen among them - rallied to the 
cause: Mammon, the one-eyed mon 
ster and the powers that be would 
brook no delay 

Fortunately for all concerned, though 
there were spins, crashes and inci 
dents galore, no-one was seriously 


hurt. But as Larrousse driver Philippe 
Alliot said, after his own collision 
with Ferrari's Gerhard Berger, an 
awful lot of money was spent in 
those Adelaide walls in the two 
hours the 1989 Australian Grand 
Prix went on. Where was the sense 
in it all? 

Piquet would say later that after 11 
years of trying to get drivers to stand 
up for themselves he had had enough 
no more initiatives would emerge 
from his particular corner, It was 
only one example of the imbalance 
of forces in Formula One, as was the 
presentation by Ron Dennis, well 
before the race itself, of McLaren's 
case against the judgement sent down 
from on high against Ayrton Senna, 
McLaren have pledged themselves to 
fight on through the winter in pursuit 
of fair play, integrity and honesty; 
but a press statement released by 
the FISA in Adelaide stre: ed the 
powers enjoyed by the governing 
body, spoke of anti-democratic acts 
and promised that heads, even prest- 
igious ones, might roll 

How ironic it was, the morning after 
the race, to re-read the same release 
“There is a responsibility on behalf 
of the drivers and teams to make a 
sporting and professional commitment 
to a race of the highest quality in 
front of the Australian public and 


countless millions of TV viewers. 

Their combined performances will 
be a fitting reward to the magnificent 
efforts of the Adelaide Grand Prix 
organisers’ 

Eight cars finished as former World 
Champions drove straight into the 
back of other drivers in visibility 
which one of them described as like 
driving in thick fog; the new World 
Champion did not even participate 
in the finale to the season - and 
many were the drivers afterwards 
who said Prost was the one who had 
made the right decision. 

The noise of battle surely rolled, not 
just all day but all weekend and, it 
seemed, all season long. It simply 
seemed louder in the Adelaide Hills, 
as we waited for a European winter 
of discontent. One simple conclusion 
seemed to have escaped all the 
armies involved: in war, everybody 
loses. 
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For McLaren, the 1989 season was in the balance to the 
bitter and. AdspotPascal Rosa) 


In our humble opinion the car before 
you is the most impressive Cavalier we've 
ever produced, The Cavalier GSi 2000, 

Certainly there's nothing run-of-the-mill 

out its method of propulsion. 

The 16 valve 2.0 litre 150 bhp engine is 
a state-of-the-art work of art, 

It boasts sequential fuel-injection and 
special sodium-cooled valves. 

The result is a spectacular Cavalier, One 


135mph 


The 


quite capable of a show-stopping 
Stopping, though, holds no dramas. 
electronic ABS braking sees to that. 


that the 


sets 
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, host 


aturally on a Cx 
standard, you would expect to find « 
of features as stand. % of 
You won't be disappointed. The inter" 

is equipped both to cosset and reassure: 
An electric sunroof, six-speaker 


. > emer’ 
and leather and wood trim do the for! 


Po 


ster 


A. seven-function computer, hi 


trip 
intensity ellipsoid front fog lamps, and a 
deadlock security system achieve the latter. 

Whilst alloy wheels sporting ultra-low 
profile tyres reinforce the impression that 
this is no commonplace Cavalier. 

Taking on the world in the GSi 2000 
doesn’t mean you have to harm it either. (A 
catalytic convertor is standard on the four- 


wheel drive model.) 


In either form, the GSi 2000 is the king 
of the Cavaliers 
Come to your local Vauxhall dealer and 


see it with your own eyes 


THE GSi 2000 16v. 
[@] 


VAUXHALL. ONCE DRIVEN, 
FOREVER SMITTEN. 


 —_— World Champion for 
the third time in controversial 
circumstances, Alain Prost has called 
1989 his worst season in Formula 
One. How can such success have 
turned sour? In this short extract 
from a major interview to be 


PROST ON McLAREN 

Ron Dennis has lost a lot of his 
authority, and the team's equilibrium 
has been upset as a result. It's always 
in 2 team’s interests to have the two 


relaxed, everyone was pulling in my 
direction... I'd have been World 
Champion twice more! I didn't think 
Ron Dennis would have decided one 
day to play the Senna card all along 
the line. Or at least he should have 
warned me, and I'd have acted 
differently. The human problems, 
the conflicts I've been living through 
at McLaren for two years have been 
unsettling me too much, stopping 
me giving 100% of myself at work 


PROST ON SENNA 

I have reason to pity Senna, he'll be 
very unhappy one day - the day he 
stops winning, the day he doesn’t 
have the best equipment. Second 
Place, for him, will be the worst of 
all possible failures, Yes, you have to 
feel sorry for him... 


If I'd wanted it that way, Senna 
would still be with Lotus. Him with 
his problems, me with another world 
title. People would be congratulating 
me because with an equal engine 
he'd be miles behind me. 

He’s very quick, quicker than | am in 
certain circumstances. He also takes 
more risks. It’s up to him to weigh 
up how worthwhile those risks are 
He reminds me of the Prost of a few 
years back - and I understand now 
what life must have been like for 
Lauda with me alongside him 


It’s an adventure | needed. | coulda* 
just stop racing after these last a 
seasons of frustration, when | Cart 
go to the limits of my ae 
McLaren will always be “my' '* 


it every driver 


Ferrari red one 4. 

vand, you can't let 

by that red, see or 

the myth. Let's sa 

right place at the 
hoping that ‘90 w 
satisfaction I haven't 
Mansell is a very qu 
won't be easy to be 

job to measure ourselves 


best. The most importa 
know we get along very well toget 
and I hope it stays that 


happens on the track 9 


with that. It’s a matter 
more than anything. Nigel and I have 
a lot in common, we have the same 
attitude to racing. Senna ill never 
get along with a team-mate of equal 
stature 


The problem with Formula One is 
that everything is based on results 
on arguments and polemics - pleasure 
doesn’t mean anything any more 
And this year I've been really sickened 
by it all. I turn up at the circuits 
with no desire to be there, as if I 
were fetching up for another shift 


on the shop floor 


I'm lucky enough never to have had 


a major accident, so I don't know 
what real fear is. But ever since 
Pironi’s Hockenheim accident, when 
his Ferrari was launched off the back 
of my Renault, I have hesitated when 
faced with certain risks. I'm too 
afraid of what Pironi went through 
of what Regazzoni is still going 
through. Not being able to walk 
anymore, living in a wheelchair 
that's the worst thing that can happen 
to a driver. Each time we see a 
serious accident, | think something 
in our subconscious breaks 


Above Victory in italy saw Prost pointing towards tithe rw 


But by Hungary, Alain was no longer sitting comfortably 


4 was fertile terra again: Prost won the French Grand Pra tor te fourth tome 


Loft Waltung away with the World Championship - but thes was never the way @ was supposed 
be — ee 
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w 
discussion over breakfast. | thought 
would try another tack 

We were talking abc racing 
driver who has been ded as 


dangerous.” My man perked up 
this news. 

What's his name again 

Senna, Ayrton Senna, former world 
champion 


Yeah, that’s him. Is he as bad as 


they say? 
Depends on which side you are or 


Either you respect him or yo 


I said, trying to add a deeply inte 
ectual touch 


Silence for a few sec 
Yeah, but is he a ra 
head? Is he mad 


No. Definitely not 


What's all the fuss about 


mean, it's a dangerous g 
Christ, if they think he 


they ought to see sor f th 
biddys allowed out on the streets 
Adelaide. And the ponces ¢ fast 
ars. Right sle t are. Most 
f them could slide under a snake 
with top hats of 

And there you have I never got 
nto Ron Dennis's r 
wer the rights and wr the 
FIA Court of Appeal ust 
as well because it w aker 
a marathon cab ride over the 
Nullarbor Plain to explain it. Anyway 


who really cares 


We Ron Dennis believes 


ately in his cause and | don’t doubt 


THE 
MAURICE HAMILTON 
COLUMN 


nis since single 
Indeed ersuasive evidenc 
presented t st, he 
every right to fee ed 

The gist of his presentation concerne 
the irregularities of FISA and the FIA 
Court of A on Senna had 
been disqualific first place ir 


the Japanese Grand Prix; McLarer 
»elieved they asonable gr 


r appea 
When they arrived in Paris, they 
found that, as Dennis put it, instead 
of defending a case of shop-lifting 
they were faced with defending 
harges of car theft, manslaughter 
rape and pillage. It bore no resem 


blance to the case McLaren thought 
they were fighting Suddenly, there 
were charges of dangerous driving 
And yet the Stewards had initially 
ruled Senna out of the race because 
he had bypassed the chicane 

We were presented with Stewards 


Decision number 17 in Suzuka,” said 


Dennis. “But when we got to Paris 
we found that Decision number 17 
had become number 16 - with the 
number badly changed - and an addit 


ght 


Senna’s 
t pu ack wher 
s transmission broke at the start of 
French Grand Prix looked per 
: der the circumstances 
t FISA cite this as an example 
w Senna other drivers 
sk. H ‘ crossing the 
k aft 
rix rat 
se, Balestre di 
¢ most blatant of Ser 
with the pit wa Estor 1988 
And if the quoted examples were as 
Jangerous as Balestre « w 
was no act ken at the time 
Mf course $s argument cuts both 
ways. The Stewards at Suzuka rule 


cak th 1 J rT M 
iplaining bitterly because 
cc Dk s 
Jiffe r mstar s 
wt en when has anything 
‘ ut af ed in Form 
But I « 
of Ronspeak 


ative to the sporting 


with the hounds. 

Dennis has spoken to other team 
owners about FISA’s unfair treatment 
He says he felt his case, and FISA's 
actions, would eventually touch 
everyone in a similar situation He 
claims he was merely explaining 
things as he saw them. he says he 
didn’t expect support 

Just as well, I would think. I may be 
wrong here, but | don't recall McLaren 

or anyone clse for that matter 

rallying to Ken Tyrrelll’s cause when 
he was the victim of such appalling 
justice’ at the hands of FISA in 1984 
And | saw little anxicty over the 
draconian penalty imposed upon 
Nige! Mansell when Dennis was 
discussing the matter the following 
week in Spain. Sure. Ron now claims 
Manscil’s ban for one race was wrong 
bur, but to quote the immortal lines 
of Mandy Rice-Davis, he would say 


that ‘ 
Of course it was wrong! Just as 


Balestre’s crucifixion of Senna was 
wrong Just as the lenient penalty 
levied on Ayrton for ignoring the 
black flags in Jerez was wrong. In 
consistency is not new to FISA. It's 
not right cither but, at the end of 
the day. the swings and roundabouts 
rule applies and you win some, lose 


some 
Agreed, the Mclaren case involves 


the outcome of the world champion 
ship but if Senna’s disqualification at 
Suzuka has glaring peculiaritics, then 
so does his lucky escape in Jerez 
in view of the Mansell ban Ah, but 
the Mansell ban was wrong too 
Remember? 

Ayrton Senna says, quite rightly, that 
FISA have confused the original issuc 
namely the method by which he 
rejoined the race in Suzuka | am 
now confused about the precise 
reason for McLaren's pursuit of 
justice 

Senna said he had been victimised 
he claimed that FISA were manipu 
lating the world championship by 
disqualifying him That was his 


complaint 

Ron Dennis claimed that he wanted 
see fair play. that he had no wish to 
affect the outcome of the world 
championship. Certainly the manner 
im which the Court of Appeal was 
conducted gives him grounds for 
pursuing justice I had assumed, 
therefore. that if the appeal court 
fhad acted in the anticipated manner 
considered Dennis's defence of the 
original charge and rejected it. then 
however reluctantly, would 
have accepted that decision as final 
Like & of not. the FIA Court of 
Appeal ws the last word within the 
Sport 


42 


CHAMPIONS! 


But no. Dennis s 


ssured him that h 


case and he wou 
the civil « TI 
course. You wou 
man driven by the 
which is clear 


iculate running 


But it suggests that 


and buckles unde 
methods of FISA. To r 


Ferrari to withdraw 
ver the Mansell case is TO 


made the correct SPOR 


I may be old fashion 
you are 
Of course, you could 


again, that Ferrari were ¢ 


the championship and 


ose, But McLaren have said the 
championship has nothing to d 
with their case, They merely w 


able sense of outrage, and t 
in which others have also 


but without the same r 


gn 
ation - I was reminded of a television 
documentary a few years back 

Ian Wooldridge was in Australia t 
talk to the locals about cricket 


the face of the hypocritical st 
taken by certain highpowered indivic 
uals within the sport, he turned t 


y cab driver for his opinion 
the England captain of the day. “That 
guy.” said the cabbie, “has more side 
than a rat with a gold tooth.” Seems 
to me there are one or two people 

Formula One with expensive 
lings. 


Expensive fillings. | mean, how 
uch will it hurt Ron Dennis to lose 
the coveted Number I to Ferrari? 
More than he will admit to, I suspect 
Bu 


© too many cynical cab drivers. At 


then maybe | have been talk 


of the day, you have to admit 


that FISA’s methods stink. | suppose 
if anyone is going to force change 
s the team that has won 11 


championships, | wish McLarer 


Suzuka’s long laps. Sometimes not 
even that much. 
Prost never ran qualifiers that day 
and was confident of going faster 
on Saturday. He did, but then 
Senna staggered everyone with a 
lap in the 39s on race rubber 
before managing 1m 38.041s on 
Es for his 41st pole. No question, 
the Brazilian really can work 
himself up to an incredible pitch 
during such laps. i 
He thus deservedly began the race 
in the exact position he wanted, 
but then so did Prost. All season 
the Frenchman has accepted that 
his team mate is faster over 4 
single qualifying lap, but a front 
row start would be good enough 
He would have the ghost of # 
chance. ; 
And where Ayrton won qualifying: 
Prost won the all important ry 
at a stroke wiping out all i 
Senna’s heroics of the past se 
days. That cannot have sat 6 
with him, especially as he had 8 
win to maintain his slim champi° 
Bee ert would be crucial,” 
“gither he woul 


that this time Prost did 


straight away 3 


it would all be over 
able to get the 
maybe have a char 
In those early laps 
electrifying. He'd 


the morning w 
retained the key s 
with low downf 


run more wing 
since he had 

fastest, opted to 

the race 

For the first 10 la 

laps was slower than F 

Frenchman raced out o} 

ediate sight. It was a 
devastating that even Senna car 
have failed to feel consternation 
even if his personal animosity 
would have kept detached admir 
ation well out of mind. Prost was 
driving as he did in his twenties 
opening an advantage of 1.4s on 
the first lap and extending that to 
2.2s on the second. By lap eight it 
was 4.8s and from his onboard 
camera Senna could be seen to 
take some desperate action to 
keep up his own speed. Prost was 
literally wiping the floor with him 
Prior to the race everyone had 
expected the returned Nigel 
Mansell to pose the strongest 
threat to Senna’s championship 
aspirations. Berger, it was felt, was 
hardly likely to want to go to 
McLaren as the man who had 
prevented Ayrton maintaining his 
hopes until Adelaide, and few 
expected Prost to mount such an 
astonishing challenge. Yet there 
he was, taking the fight to Senna 
and driving with a brilliance few 
exected even of him. By lap 11 of 
this gripping duel he was 4.9s 
ahead. 

Barring their respective pit stops 
on laps 21 and 23, however, that 
was as big as the gap became 
When Prost stopped for his replace 
ment Cs, Senna went briefly ahead. 
but once he had made his own 
slightly longer stop, Prost’s advan- 
tage re-stabilised at 4.6s. 

Mansell by then was in trouble, 
his Ferrari’s electro-hydraulic gear 
change making lazy shifts just as it 
had at Monza. Berger was ahead of 
him, third, unable to challenge 
either McLaren. And behind the 
Austrian, having made a blistering 
start from fifth on the grid, was 
Sandro Nannini, going like gang 
busters in the Benetton 

The Anglo-Italian team had made 
some solid progress in qualifying, 
and even though Sandro didn't use 
it in the final session, a develop: 


V8 had 
1 bolstered | 
in the camp 

Te nate Emanuele Pirro used the 
development engine in the race 
and spent his time chasing energ 
ctically up to eighth from a lowly 
22nd on the grid) However, his 


| efforts were punctuated by two 
incidents, one when he punted 
Jean Alesi into a half-spin and the 
second, again at the left hand 
hairpin on lap 34, when he ended 
his run in the gravel after running 
into de Cesaris. Benetton fortunes 
thus lay with Nannini, whose cause 
was enhanced when Berger's Ferrari 
quit with loss of fourth gear on 
lap 35. It had developed an oil 
leak on the grid, but in any case 
had been seriously over-rewwed 
twice in the morning when the 
gearshift played up 
Prior to the event, Mansell had 
been full of determination to 
embarrass both McLaren and 
Honda, not to mention Senna, in 
front of the Japanese fans, but his 
cause became even more hopeless 
on lap 36 as the Ferrari's engine 
began to smoke. There was even a 


the cearof de FE 
} eventually the 


ugh on lap 44 
Nt ultercations with 
Briton was cheerful all 
mighty peeved that 
elected to gu 
FOCA’s code of practice 
t Ling at the venue the previous 
eck “We've all agreed not to 
but McLaren goes right ahead and 
breaks the agreement,” he pointed 


out “It means they got all the 
engine settings they needed, and 
were there on chassis set-up too 
the minute free practice started 
Is that fair? 

Realisation that the press was 
aware of the fact sent Dennis into 
a rage, and another was to come 
as lap 47 approached 

A series of faster laps had taken 
Senna dramatically closer to Prost 
by lap 40, when he was a mere 
O.42s adrift. Five laps later Prost 
was carefully protecting his line 
into the chicane, but his superior 
aerodynamics allowed him to pull 
out enough of a margin for the 
rest of cach new lap. It would be 
close but Senna, it seemed was 
stymied. 

Then, on fateful lap 47, Prost lett a 
gap. Not much of a gap. but the 
sort a man would leave who figured 
his rival was far cnough back not 
to pose an immediate threat “1 
thought | had him handled, and he 
was farther back than he had been 
two laps earlier,” said Alain Later 
Senna, however, figured there was 
enough of a gap and dived for it 
Prost, as he'd promised, closed 
the door maybe a trifle too hard 


Ditterent reactions. Prost is pushing off while Senna insists on being pushed on 


him from freeze-framing the video 
of the shunt in the press room, 
and pointing out animatedly the | 
moments when he felt Senna 
“See, he is over the 
pit lane entry line. Illegal! 
‘He has been push-started in the 
‘escape road, Illegal! He has missed 
the chicane. Illegal!” 
He had tried so hard to keep the 
fight going all the way to 
banning Mansell from 
t now he was quite clear 
own mind who had won. 


s, cynicism on their 
ited with interest the 
‘McLaren's hearing later 
in Paris, aware that 
happened the champion- 
ve ripped of its final 
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am on the grid I 
1g to have a shunt or 
someone else's 

chillingly prop 


Ber, along with 
atrese, were also 


It Senna sat calmly 

Still refusing to 
ampionship hopes | 
ended he was going to | 


hell of 


Id, and as Piero slithered 

old up the hungry 
s of Boutsen and Patrese, 
ini, Ayrton made his 


After a lap he was eight seconds 
lear, after two a staggering 
23.508s. By the time Boutsen and 


Patrese had outfumbled Piero on | 


lap three, the McLaren was gone. 
Maybe, just maybe, if the rac 


up to eighth unti 
¢ cut and pitche 


This page top: Boulsen (let) and Prost flank official starter 
Roland Bruynseraede - but the race went on (Keith Sutton) 
Umbrellas were the only bright spots - ‘except for Boutsen's, 
eventual victory (un 
Cheever’s accident in the dry was bad MOU 


he 
but Piquet WAS, in is own words, “happy to be alive on 
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Berger's big accident halted 
the race but left him relatively 
unscathed... Grouillard ie 
black-flagged after changing Ty 
Ligier's undertray 00 theo 
grid... Boutsen and Caffi 
disqualified for illegal soe 
tions too... Tarquini too 
from the grievously 
Streiff at AGS, and was 
Promoted into the Pe ‘parse 
Herbie Blash was back in ¢ 
at Brabham... Alboret eatme! 
qualify for Tyrrell, but hes 
was a Flying Doctor th Sade 
end. Senna and Prost Pe the 
the first McLaren nate tea” 
year, Prost taking th¢ 


MONACO 


Traffic, as always, was the Mont 
Carlo problem, and the De 
Cesaris-Piquet incident was 
merely the most amusing of 
many though not to Pros 
whose delay simply allowed 
Senna to motor further into 
the Monegasque distance. Ber 
ger was back, though in a 


spectating capacity, while Albo. 
reto also missed out on Friday 
by choice, preferring to wait 
for the arrival of his new Tyrrell 
018... Three drivers who pre 
qualified went all the way to 
the top six, with Modena putting 
Brabham on the rostrum, Caffi 
fourth and Brundle fighting 
back for a brilliant sixth place... 
Prost and Senna shared the 
lead... 


UNITED STATES 
As Arizona gave Grand Prix 
racing the warmest possible 
welcome, Prost achieved two 
notable fi he wrote off a 
is for the first 
time, and the 36th victory of 
his career was his first-ever in 
North America as Senna’s elect- 
rics failed. Cheever, born in 
Phoenix itself, breathed new 
life into Arrows with third 
place... De Cesaris took out 
Dallara team-mate Caffi, who 
was well on his way to the 
points... Nannini, neck muscles 
knotted after a warm-up shunt, 
did not last the distance... As 
hardly anyone else did, Danner 
inherited fourth place for Rial... 
It was Lotus’s 400th Grand Prix... 
Prost moved into a two-point 
lead... 


Senna equalled Clark’s record 
of 33 poles, walked away with 
the race and moved seven 
points clear in the title race. 
Prost, fifth in the race, was 
already being linked with other 
teams, in this case Williams... 
Berger was back in action, but 
the race was black-flagged when 
Modena spun off at the fear- 
some Peralta... Alboreto surpri- 
sed everybody with third place 
for Tyrrell, while Tarquini 
scored his first genuine point 
with sixth place in the AGS... 
Stefan Johansson made it thr- 
| ough pre-qualifying for the first 
2 time, and the new Minardi M189 
§ made its first appearance... 


Despite doubts over tyre choice 
and a high-speed spin, Boutsen 
passed Patrese for his first 
Grand Prix victory and a 12 
for the Williams team as both 
McLarens failed. Berger stalled 
on the line, Mansell and Nann- 
ini, who had dived in for slicks 
after the warm-up lap, blasted 
out of the pit lane - and nearly 
collected the whole field, which 
they thought was well on its 
way... Black flags followed for 
both... Warwick led for four 
laps... Johansson erupted from 
the pits with the jackhammer 
still attached to the wheel... 
Herbert and Brundle didn't 
make it into the race but De 
Cesaris was on the rostrum... 
Prost still led... 


GREAT BRITA 


Senna struggled 
McLaren's transver 
looked to have it wo 
out with a boxful 


leaving Prost t 
the second year 

sterling performan 
Manscll finished 2nd Piquet 
was back in the points at last 
For the first time, both Minardis 
were also in the points, Martini 
and Sala dispelling fears of 
pre-qualifying as Onyx and 
Larrousse saw that chasm 
ng before them... Modena 
e the only man to pre 
qualify at every round... The 
Williams FW13 still did not 
appear... Larini nearly collected 
FISA’s President, who ran across 
the track... Prost ended the day 
with a 20-point lead... 


Senna got back to the front 
and Prost was now being linked 
with Ferrari... The departure of 
Messrs Bushell and Warr brought 
a change of atmosphere at Lotus 
and Piquet was in the points 
again... Late, late show for the 
Larrousse Lolas in their first 
stab at pre-qualifying... Pirro 
got the Benetton up to fourth 
but went off in the Stadium 
section -no harm done... Same 
story for Berger, who had a 
major off but emerged unsc 
athed, taking his string of non 
finishes to double figures... No 
German driver in the national 
race... The Prost-Senna gap was 
trimmed to 17 points 


Boutsen faced his 100th Grand 
Prix in front of home fans, but 
there was no repeat of the win 
in the wet in Montreal... Senna 
showed again he is the modern 
rain master... Prost and Mansell 
enlivened proceedings with a 
thrilling battle for 2nd spot 

Martini topped the warm-up 
times... Berger was still unable 
to ride high, in fact the low 
ride height of the Ferrari made 
him first to aquaplane out of 
the race... Warwick celebrated 
his 35th birthday with another 


HUNGARY 


Mighty Mansell pulled off the 
overtaking manoeuvre of the 
year to outsmart Senna and 
notch his 15th win - this after 
Starting from 12th place on the 
grid... Patrese started on the 
pole, led for over fifty laps but 
was thwarted by a punctured 
radiator... Another unhappy 
weekend for Berger, now look 
ing forward to McLaren in 
1990... Alesi found the self. 
confidence to brake-test Mansell 
and was reported for his 
trouble... Caffi qualified 
superbly on the second row 
but race tyre performance 
delayed the Dallara... Prost, 
beset by balance and engine 
problems, finished 4th -and 
the difference was now 14... 


Disaster for Lotus as 
neither driver qualified... 
Honda's 50th win, Senna was 


now 11 adrift... ee 


= 


ITALY 


‘Senna’s charge came to a halt 
‘as he spun out on his owa oil 
while in ama ay ata A 
thet to the 9 

Bite stoce Ron Dennis 
was concerned... ee ee 
Berger finished, and on 

‘rostrum at that... Alesi had his 
‘Friday times scrubbed for 4 
rear wing infringement but was 
in the points for Tyrrell again... 
‘Sala’s Minardi got into the race 
when Modena was excluded 
for failing to stop for a weight 
check... Mansell’s first Italian 
Grand Prix for Ferrari ended 
with his gearbox just after 
Boutsen had blasted past... It 
was victory 79 for McLaren, 
equalling Lotus as the leading 
British team... Prost had a 20- 
point cushion again... 


SPAIN 


Senna took his 40th pole posit. 
jon and the easiest asctie 
Mansell’s one-race “exclusion 
happened here... Danner was 
sacked by Rial, who omitted to 
tell him until the Friday morn. 
ing - he then saw his replace. 
ment Foitek have an 
accident,,, 

the time, 

and was fined $ 


Ss 


Point for the Lambor. 


sure Senna needed 
last two rounds... 


PORTUGAL 


Berger's first win of the season 
was swamped by events on and 
off the track... While his team 
mate’s pit stop took under seven 
seconds, Mansell’s was a disaster 
- reversing in the pit lane earned 
him a black flag, he failed to 
Stop, tangled with Senna, and 
earned himself a maximum 
$50,000 fine and one-race ban. 

Prost cruised home 2nd, Johan 
sson made it back to the rostrum 
for Onyx... The FW13 appeared 
at last, and went well until tea 
laps from the end... Martin! 
fifth on the grid, occupied the 
same place in the race after 
ap! Lehto 
ther 


front... 


ee 


JAPAN 


Question for a futur 1 

who won the 1989 Japan 

Grand Prix? Sandro Nannini's 
first-ever victory was drowned 
in the tide of controversy that 
followed the Senna-Prost inc 
ident... Did Prost close the 
door too hard? Did Senna go 
for a gap that was never there? 
The pity was, it had been Prost’s 
finest effort of the year, re- 
ducing Senna to impotence in. 
his wake... Nannini locked up 
at the same chicane to let 
Senna through... Also oversh- 
adowed was a stirring drive 
from Derek Warwick, taking 
the recalcitrant Arrows from 
25th on the grid to sixth in the 
race... But nothing else matt- 
ered as the World Champion- 
ship headed for the courts... 


Adelaide awash: not only with race-day rain, but also with argument and counter-argument, before, 
during and after a senseless race in appalling conditions... Not even the highest authority could stop 
rainmaster Senna smashing into Brundle’s Brabham and making Prost incontrovertibly World 
Champion... The new king was not even in the re-started race... Drivers were powerless to sway the 
authorities to delay the start... Only eight cars finished, and two former World Champions drove straight 
into the back of other cars they simply couldn't see... Boutsen’s second success was the first for the new | 


FW13 - and the end of 1989 couldn't come soon enough. (Sporting Pesove) 


Tisexy Boutsen celebrated his 
100th Grand Prix at Spa. 

riately, it was his home event and the 
very circuit where he began his 
Formula One career in 1983. But, 
given he appalling luck which 


ament is ideally suited to his 
Profession but, given his largely 
disappointing results during his first 


4 peak with winningan You I've had 
N average, lontreal but, 
a a has not been 


Season 
ae 


.. | 


he 
in the races — either going 10" 


race 
grid or in the middle of the ra 


during 


in U 
to go for one set of race tyres " 
afternoon so that 1 could Beh 
the car some more. The Gs ‘one 
lot better, so I then put 0% 


ne 
set of qualifiers — and the cred 
Started to misfire and cut 
they couldn't cure it. the 


hid behind | 


“At Monaco, | was t ar Wilk 
McLarens, and part of MY a wel 
broke, In France, I was 8° 


and the gearbox went. my jock 
“So I'm not too happy peo Aa abo! 
but there's nothing you C4 "ind 
it. You just have to Wx 
Patient, The luck will come 


GRAND PRIX 
MOLSON 


“Things improved at Monza, where I 
finished third. I felt I had a good race 
there. The car was very, very good 
and I drove at my maximum for the 
whole race. But, otherwise, the 
problem this year is that I haven't 
had much of a chance to prove 
anything. Apart from Montreal, that 
is” 

And the irony about Thierry’s maiden 
win in Canada is that the Gods were 
definitely smiling on him that day. 
The race started on a wet but drying 
track. The majority of the field started 
on wets, many drivers changing to 
slicks only to find the rain returning 
with a vengeance. In fact, it was so 
wet that Boutsen was not alone in 
spinning. The difference was that his 
spin was probably faster than anyone 
else’s — and he got away with it. It 
brings a wry smile as he recalls the 
moment; 

“That spin was something else — and 
at a very fast part of the track. I went 
through a complete 360 degrees — 
and didn’t hit anything. I just carried 
on. There were a lot of things going 
for me that day, 

“Riccardo (Patrese) and I had diff- 
erent set-ups; 1 had a lot more 
downforce than him, especially on 
the rear wing. That meant at the 
beginning of the race, when the 
circuit was drying out, I had a lot of 
very, very bad understeer. The front 
tyres were completely finished after 
six or seven laps. 

“So, every lap, 1 was asking the same 
question — is it going to rain? Is it 
going to rain? In the end, I could not 
wait any longer; there was no rubber 


left on the front tyres, so I had to 
come in. The circuit was still dry and 
I was watching Senna on different 
parts of the circuit and he was 
catching me (after he had made his 
stop to take on slick tyres). So I 
decided I had to change to slicks 
even though I was all set up for the 
rain. Then I did five or six laps —and 
the rain came. 

“I stopped again, but this time I 
stopped at the right moment. I had 
the right tyres (wets) and the right 
set-up. Everyone else kept going 
longer on slicks in the hope that the 
rain would go away. It didn’t. 

“That, for me, was a very good pit 
stop, made just at the right time 
although we did have problems with 
the stop itself. The first time there 
was a problem with a wheel and, 
when I came in again, they started to 
fit another set of slicks. I said no, I 
wanted wets, so I lost a lot of time. 
Everything else went very well, and I 
was lucky.” 

So were the members of the media. 
At last there was something other 
than a McLaren victory to write 
about. And, into the bargain, here 
was a man who had just won his first 
Grand Prix. It’s a very special moment 
for any driver — and it showed in the 
sparkle in Boutsen’s eyes. But, now 
that the fuss has died down, just 
what did that result mean to him? 
“T've got a place in the record book 
by winning the race — but that’s all. 
Psychologically, it means nothing at 
all, I've never looked upon winning 
one race as being a big goal. One is 
not enough, I want to win 10, 15, 20 


races. I really want to achieve that 
and the first one is just the beginning. 
But, having said that, it was a lovely 
feeling; really nice. It reminded me 
of how good that feeling can be 
Don't forget, the last time I had won 
a race was at Spa in 1986, in Group 
C 
“As you can imagine, the people at 
home got quite excited about my 
Grand Prix win. I flew my own plane 
to Canada and, when I got back to 
Brussels, I arrived unexpectedly and 
landed at a private part of the airport. 
It was one o'clock in the morning 
and there were over 20 people 
waiting — radio, television and so 
on.” 
It would also be true to say that 
Thierry Boutsen did not expect to 
receive such a major physical set- 
back to his season when he crashed 
during testing at the Rio autodrome 
in March. The suspension failed on 
his Williams and sent him careering 
into the barrier at 125mph. It was a 
shock to his system in more ways 
than one, as he recalls: 
“I had worked very hard during the 
winter to be very, very fit. I wasn’t 
injured as such but an impact like 
that throws your whole metabolism 
out. I had also had one or two 
internal problems. It hurt my spine 
and when, for instance, | had an 
accident during the race at Hocken- 
heim and was pushed off the road 
and went backwards into the tyre 
barrier, it hurt badly and I was quite 
stiff after that. 
“But the main thing about the Rio 
shunt was that I lost all my energy. It 
took me two months to recover 


When FW13 came for the Iberian races. there was the 
occasional walk home. Townsend 
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A speed in the FW12C - used for longer this year than Thierry mght hav WES 


completely from that. | was tired all 
the time. Even after 10 hours sleep, I 
was tired in the morning. Tired all 
day. No vitality; no energy. 
“Generally, there was a lack of aggre- 
ssion and punch because I felt as I 
did all the time. But, once I was 
sitting in the car I just forgot about 
all that and the adrenalin kept me 
going and I could really go for it. But 
it was very difficult otherwise. 

“I hadn't really recovered until 
Monaco. It was a shame because | 
would haye been in much better 
form in Rio and Imola. I have comp- 
letely recovered now but J lost a lot 
at the beginning of the season; a bit 
of energy, lost opportunities and 
results. I'm not too happy about 
that.” 

Certainly, the win in Canada helped 
to erase the frustration caused by 
such a difficult start to the season. 
But, when it comes to assessing your 
career as a whole, Thierry follows 
the familiar pattern of not rating that 
drive particularly highly when comp- 
ared with others which did not even 
bring a place on the rostrum, 
Boutsen cites his drive at Jerez last 
year as a good example. 

“I thought I had a good race in 
Spain,” he says. “I had a bit of a 
coming-together with Capelli at the 
first corner, lost my front wing, came 
into the pits and started my race 
almost one lap behind but five seconds 
in front of Prost, who was leading. 
And I finished the race 25 seconds in 


32 


serene 


front of Prost. I went quicker than 
anyone on that day and, although I 
finished ninth, I thought that was a 
good race. 

“But, in some respects, the victory in 
Montreal was even better because 
the conditions were so bad. I must 
have lost the car 15 or 20 times; you 
know, aquaplaning, just lost it comp- 
letely. Every lap towards the end was 
win or crash. There is a lot of 
satisfaction to be had from just 
finishing on a day like that. And it 
Was the same at Spa this year, when I 
finished fourth. The difference was 
that Senna, Prost and Mansell, who 
ees aes of me at Spa, all retired 


There is no question that th 
Honda MP4/5 faiclaren- 


Williams-Renault FW12C but, even 


Ben it Move by | 

“Well Ara Joining Willians) 

been a wa has always 
ve ited very 


much. Since the beginning of m 
career, I've always wanted to drive 
for them. And it just happened tha 
it was possible one day to do tha 
I was sure that the future with 
Williams looked better than at 
Benetton. There was the association 
with Renault, the new car, all those 
things. 

“The Renault engine may not be tht 
most powerful yet, but they do know 
how to make a good engine. Andy 
have to remember that the enginc® 


What abouta nice cup of something onthe terr 
and Patricia at home in Monaco. 


race? The 


just over one year old, so it’s very 
good when you consider that. They 
are progressing all the time. Every 
time we go testing, there are new 
things on the engine. It’s impressive 
and I’ve never experienced that 
before with an engine manufacturer.” 
Thierry, of course, had experience of 
both Cosworth and BMW engines 
during stay with Arrows, the team 
which gave him his first drive in 
Formula One. He stayed for almost 
four seasons. Should he have moved 
sooner? 

“I had absolutely no choice. I was 
stuck there and I think I stayed one 
year too many. I should have gone to 
Benetton one year earlier but the 
problem was that I would have 
needed to buy myself out of my 
Arrows contract and I had absolutely 
no money to do that, I was also 
hoping that the new Arrows would 
be better — but it was a disaster. So, 
sometimes, you have to spend a year 
in places where you don't want to 
be. 

“Having said that, Arrows was the 
perfect place for me to start in 
Formula One. The first year (1983) 
was good, the second year was not so 
good, the third year was very good 
but, after that, I was stuck and 
couldn't leave.” 

Boutsen’s move to Benetton in 1987 
was justified by several stirring 
performances, notably in Mexico, 
where he led a Grand Prix for the 
first time — and looked very comfor- 
table with it 

“Yes,” he recalls, “the car that day 
Was very good and I felt completely 
in control, There was no sense of 
panic because I was leading; | was 


really comfortable out there, pulling 
away. It was easy. The engine was 
very good but then it was just 
another of those typical Benetton 
little problems; the car stopped 
because of a short-circuit in the 
dashboard. I would have won easily 
Shame.” 

Thierry retreats to Monte Carlo after 
each race even though he retains a 
home in Belgium, now used purely as 
a stop-over or a place of business 
when necessary. Monte Carlo provides 
convenience and the sort of privacy 
where a Grand Prix driver can go 
running without being noticed 

“I keep fit by going running with Mr 
Senna,” Thierry. “I see him and 
Gerhard Berger from time to time. 
We get in touch as much as we can 
but, as you can imagine, it's very 


difficult. They arrive as I'm flying off 
to go testing, and so on. 

“I have a Piper Cheyenne. You have 
to concentrate hard when flying but 
it takes the attention away from 
motor racing. I think it’s important 
to have something else in your life 
other than racing. You need a pop-off 
valve! As it is, it takes two days to 
recover, mentally and physically, from 
a Grand Prix. 

“I generally try and relax and, on the 
second day, go jogging just a little bit 
to try and get rid of all the tension 
that you still have. Then you start to 
build up your fitness again for the 
next race. The previous weekend is 
history. And the way things have 
been going for me this year, I'm 
usually glad about that!” o 
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The Portuguese Grand Prix (above 
left) was the first blot on a 1989 
season in which Nigel Mansell and 
Ferrari seemed made for each other. 
Brilliant in Brazil (opposite bottom 
main picture), second at Silverstone 
(opposite top, main picture), hero 
in Hungary (opposite bottom right), 
he also found a new team-mate for 
1990, applauded the Italian fans 
and made sparks in Monaco. 
Mansell’s moments gave much of 
the magic to a season that turned 
sour... 


Ass all the Mansell-Senn 


ballyhoo in Estoril, one small but 
significant race statistic 
Pierluigi Martini 
ving a Minardi 
half a lap only, maybe 
feat indicative of 
progress in 1989, as he and Minardi 
mature together into an effective 
racing force. Time to find 
what has made the differenc 
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led the For 


the 
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but 


was 


out 


‘First we have done 
deal of work together 
engineers, my 


this year. 


of all great 
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we have done better 
for me it is important to have 
feeling that we 


curve 


are on an upward 


Piero is no Formula 


his 


One 
comer, 
1985, 


debut 
for Minardi 


was short-lived. 
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also 
stay 
differences 
return? 


but 
first 
there 


are since 


Everything had changed. Back 
1985 we had a turbo engine; | 
very was the 
I had 


in 
was 
as team in 


all kinds of 


young. 


Formula One terms. 


problems, it was just not possible to 
work on the car 
to 


It was not possible 
have a teammate 

the whole 

Minardi was the driver! 
So lL went back to Formula 
With a Pavesi Ralt, and in 1986 I was 
runner-up in the 


either; | was 


alone problem with 


3000 


Championship to 


Ivan Capelli. | found the 


attitude for racing agair 


85 season I had lost my 
But 
Minardi was strong ther 

Minardi What 
found on my return was a good team 


better 


my friendship with 


called me_ bac 


more experience und 


Martini was also more experienced 
My whole 


was much better 


situation inside the 


Of ¢ 


team 
yurse we had a 
great start when I rejoined the 
Detroit 


and the first for the 


team 
my first-ever 


Minardi 


in and scored 
point 


team 


I alse 
Formula 
Perez § 
done a 
Grand F 


ire start 


Shortl 
Grand 


was 


factors influenc 
l always wanted to stay 


could p 
ramme 
Minardi 


redi 
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before 
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ut 
in 


staying 


ll 
fr 


strong 
‘ont of 


good 


he Pc 


ummates 


ther 


anno 
Minar 


here 


me. Gia 


manager 


ed that decis 


rtuguese 


d he 
What 


>»? 


if they 


prog 
arlo 


very 


serious about Formula One, and a 
very correct man. If we can continue 
the progress we have made this year, 
then the future of the Minardi team 
is very bright; if we do keep up that 
rate of progress, | think we can soon 
be running at the front. But it is very 
hard: really, there are no bad teams 
around, we must keep working the 
whole time — and spend lots of 
money! 

“Eventually | would like to go to an 
English team, because while in Italy 
there is Ferrari, in England you have 
McLaren, Williams, Benetton and so 
many more. Driving for an English 
team you would not only learn English 
— which I am working on! — but 
learn to work with a different eng- 
incer, other people: much better 


re) 
tos) 

5 ts work! (Sreneg 

Amani rena ete Piero’ (Seg Pees 


Talivactive cars, nanasyre 
ager asc 


iew of all-round 
of drivers 


Italian Formula 
etitive, the Italian ¢ 
and drivers os it 
budgets — but ‘ 
part ofa driver’ education, ics 
oke 
Fifth at Silverstone, Piero lo f 
1 to the last few races 0 
— all, except Suzuka, 
the season A 
tracks that might suit 
Ca ahi as good 
the Minardi M189 — 2 es 
hunting-grounds for more points. 
So it turned out... 
“Yes, Portugal was another very good 
race for us. Fifth on the grid, and 
same position in the race. It was the 
fruit of eight or nine months’ colla- 
poration between me, the Minardi 
team and Pirelli, who provided 
excellent tyres for qualifying espe- 
cially. Of course we still have a lot to 
do — you can always do better —but 
it was a lovely way to celebrate 
staying in this team, Next time I 
hope to lead for a bit more than half 
a lap... 
“Of the slow circuits, Jerez is the 
one I like best — and it showed 
when 1 took my best-ever grid 
Position, fourth after being on the 
front row at the end of the first day. 
aay : had a spin in the race, 
couldn't engage feverse gear to get 
going again, and that was that. In any 
Se dtd my onc 
laps of fighting to keep up 


with the leaders anyway, so | 
know what might have happened 


Elsewhere in this issue the top 
of friendship between driys, 
arises — and is dismissed 

impossible. Does Piero hay 
for friendships? 

“Yes, I have to feel I can enjoy be 
out of the car as well as in it. | 
Sala is my best friend, but there 
also Sandro Nannini and some oft 
others — and I have great respect 

all professional drivers, of wh 
there are many in Formula 00 
Away from the circuits, when | @ 
find a day off physical training 

looking after my PR, I relax will 
game of golf. I started in Phoet 
where we went for the first time" 
year, and now I play whenever !@ 
Ivs so quiet... I hope to Wi" 

Formula One in the near futur 

maybe even a few years — and I? 
being patient, Like everyone sh” 
I drive to win, and now | belie 
can look forward to having th * 
that will let me win, But i9 
Grand Prix, I learn...” @ 


Fl PROFILE 


Paes TINI 
PIERLUIGI MARTIN 
Born: April 23 I 
Nationality: Italian 
First G.P.: Brazil 19 
(Minardi) opi) 
G.P. teams: Toleman ( 985 


Minardi ( 


G.P.s contested: 3 


Best result: as 
Portus’ 983 


European F3 Champion 


SPECIAL END-OF-SEASON PF 
ON ALL OUR SUITS!! 


As we manufacture the suits ourselves w 
the LARGEST RANGES OF RACESUITS AVAIL 
the suits below we can make ANY suit in ANY mat 
own specification, Embroidery with sponsor 
stripes, piping etc can be made to order. We offer a mr 
measure service to ensure the suit your order is to you 
requirements. | 
A HUGE RANGE OF STOCK SUITS ARE AVAILABLE IN XS, S, 
M, L, XL IN ALL COLOURS OFF THE PEG! 


SINGLE LAYER PROBAN 

(This superb budget suit is now availab 
BLUE, NAVY & ORANGE constructed to thi 
using NOMEX zip, velcro, thread & cuffing 


SINGLE LAYER PROBAN ‘89 

(As above but with constrasting coloured pipin 
suit, making this @ very attractive yet compe 
garment) 


| 
SINGLE LAYER F.1. CLUBMAN £79.50 | 
The clubman suit is made with PANOTEX HEAVY WEIGHT 
cloth and using NOMEX thread, velcro, zip & cuffing, Available 
in RED & ROYAL BLUE the suit comes with contrasting wide 
chest & arm hoops) 


£48.50 | 


ively pric 


SINGLE LAYER NOMEX £99.50 
(Constructed with highest quality NOMEX Ii! cloth. Available 
in black, white, red, blue, yellow & green with contrasting 
coloured pipe & trim) 

DOUBLE LAYER CLUBMAN Fis £195.00 


Nomex Ill outer with super-smooth Nomex lining, box quilted 
available in all Nomex colours with contrasting colour trim. A 
superb value 2 layer suit 


DOUBLE LAYER NOMEXr.1.s.a. £245.00 


(2 Layers of NOMEX III are used with the inner layer being 
separate & reversed to give superb comfort with no bulky 
seams, trimmed with piping and available in all nomex 
colours) 


DOUBLE LAYER NOMEX BOX r.1.s.a. 


(As above but with BOX QUILTING or PINSTRIPING 


TRIPLE LAYER PROF F.1.s.a. STD £325.00 
(The ULTIMATE IN PROTECTION 2 Layers of ‘88 £345.00 
NOMEX Iii sandwiching NOMEX FELT, finished 

with BOX QUILTING or PINSTRIPING. ‘88 style with con 
strasting piping) 


£265.00 


#** OUR TRIPLE LAYER SUITS EXCEEDED THE F..A. TEST 
BY OVER 21% TIMES #*® 


#* & THAT SPEAKS FOR ITSELF 


wee 


e Pelme | 
BELL SIMPSON 
RACESTAR £130.00 VOYAGER! £163.00 
MAG4RS £140.00 BANDIT Ii £180.00 
XFMI £27000 | XII £220.00 
M2RS £200.00 | SXIIl £260.00 
AGV 
AG 100 f2a95* | TOPTEK 
ARAI NIMROD £44.50° 
RAPIDE ersagse | PANTHER £71.35" 
Ge2 fa70.09 | HI-TEK £55.95" | 

SPECTRA £5395" 


"ZERO RATED NO VAT 


ARAI-SIMPSON-TOP TEK 
‘1989’ MANUFACTURED HELMETS IN STOCK 


PLEASE ADD 15% V.A.T. TO ALL PRICES 


| SECURICOR ON OVERALLS & LARGE ITEMS £6.00 + V.AT. 
POSTAGE ON SMALL ITEMS £2.50 


= 


RACEWEAR 


BELL-AGV 


Racewean Seats & Harnesses 

UNDERWEAR BRITAX 
me WILLANS ” 
com 
as 

SOCKS 

ERINEE LENGTH am 

GLOVES 

WOMEN LAYER BW oy os 

Rn tor ee 

eee aS 

NOMEX 3 LAYE os 


Bartery ack plug a 


ara 8 


formula one accessories 


MAIN ROAD, WEST KINGSDOWN, SEVENOAKS, KENT TN15 6EU 
TEL: (047485) 2271 & 3258 FAX: (047485) 3808 

Cheques must be made payable to: FORMULA ONE ACCESSORII 
Credit Card (Access, Barclaycard, American Express) 

Phone your order and card details tor immediate despatch 
Hours of business are 

Monday-Saturday 8.30am-6,00pm. Sunday morning 10.00am-1 


Brands Hatch Shop Open on Racedays 


{ the 1989 Fren,) 
two Frenchmen, £;j.. », "nd 
Jean Alesi, both 25 PCtnary 
Formula One debut 7 Made | 
midst of the Formu) sen ih 
jonship of which the, 0 Cy, 
leading lights, along wlan 
Donnelly WhO Was also 1 yy 


to the ranks of the big hoy, va 
day, along with Emanuele pj. 
Donnelly, Bernard and A, Pity 
14th, 15th and 16th, Th, faa 
was the only one to do Bevnes 
his teammate, Cheever, p¢ al 
Alesi were about a second offs 
and Palmer respectively Al 
Bernard was driving a Lolatan, 
ghini in Dalmas’s place, ang both, 
Larrousse team and the Italj 
supplier were looking for 
decent showing, 

Alesi had been called UP by x, 
Tyrrell as Alboreto’s replacemen 
His was the most low-key anh 
among the four new boys. Wh 
would have thought he would beth 
revelation of the year? Jean Ales 
came off best of all by taking four 
place. Triumph? Good luck? Acciden: 
Jean had come out of the secon 
Start remarkably well — tenth ont 
first lap. On the next he was nint 
after pas 
behind Palmer in the other Tyrrel 
He followed him for seventeen lip 
then got the better of him and wen 
away slowly and surely. Then ! 
came up on Alliot, whose engine ¥ 
fading, Berger and Patrese stopp 
for tyres, then Boutsen. 

As he pa: 
P.4 on the board. The only ones © 
in front were Prost, Nannini 
Capelli. The two Italians retire 
headed by Prost, Jean was in front 
Patrese and Mansell - in P.2! til 
too stopped for tyres, the last un, 
so. He only lost two places 
finished fourth on the same lap ° 
the winner i 
Ken Tyrrell resisted the tempt" 
to be carried away. He was right % 
three weeks later Ken wa force? 


aN engi 
their j 


wwhy 
ask the following question after * 
you haye so many spins? atest 
Startling debut in France, ive 


been brought down to earth at 


Stone and HockenhelM™ | ja) 


Pirouetted into retirement Por 
and in Germany, desp!t© on te! 
Spins, he came home # mode 

- tWo laps behind Senn 50 I 
Al 
before replying: 
When a MeLaren of # 
1 try to push.” Ken ret 
should be keeping his Pre 
Of putting it at risk. ANS 


» (00 
opm urying © ips! 
ferrari! 
rte? 
place 


ing Gachot, and running 


d the pit, Alesi could st 


rt 
didn’t have to chink © a0 


site 


Alesi promised him 

any more spins. I've got the m 
At Monza the young French 
fifth, the first V8 behinc 
McLaren 
two Williams. In Spain he 


derger's Fer 
place, getting his Tyrrel 
the multi-cylinders, Patrese h 
settle for a finish behind hi 
two tyre stops. Betwee 
had secured the E3000 Cha 
He was ready to devote himself 1 

to Formula One, in which with 8 
points from six Grands Prix, he 
ninth behind Nelson Piquet 

This young man with a friend 

is from Avignon in Provence wt 
his Sicilian-born father, Frank, settled 
at the start of the Sixties. A brave 
hard-working man - and one whc 
loves cars. Frank, who was a coach 
builder, eventually set up his own 
workshop before turning to comp 
etition rallies and hillclimbs. He 
began modestly enough with a Vespa 
400, a tiny two-seater, and ended up 
in a Camaro that Jean remembers 
well after accompanying his father so 
often between the age of 8 and 12 
“For me a real racing car was a big 
machine with enclosed bodywork, 
like the Camaro. Best of all were the 
Porsche 935's. I didn’t like single 
seaters, for me they didn't count 


Jean Alesi started in karts in 1981 
before he was seventeen. He was 
encouraged by one of his young 
Avignon friends, Philippe Gache 
whose father had also taken part in 
hillclimbs. Jean did karting for two 
years in the least expensive “blue 
category. Seven wins from 20 races 
in the first year;“In the second I won 
just about everything. 

In 1983 pure chance led him to go in 
for Marlboro's Find a Driver 
competition. He had just passed his 
driving test and was third behind 
Dalmas and Bertapelle in the regional 
final at the Paul Ricard circuit. The 
experience made him hungry for 
more. His father did not discourage 
him, quite the opposite. They asked 
advice from their friend 
Simon, who had long been preparing 
cars for Ragnotti. “Jean should go in 
for the R5 Elf Cup", was Simon's 
advice. “I would prepare his engines 
and Frank, you would look after the 
chassis. 


Edmond 


Alesi senior put Alesi junior in charge 
of his own car in a corner of the 
Workshop and that is how, at 19, Jean 
Alesi was lucky enough to travel the 
length and breadth of France from 
Circuit to circuit with a small truck 
loaded up with a racing Renault 5 
pulling a caravan that was his home 

In the boldly took on 


races he 


experienced drivers and finished 
seventh in the 1983 Renault Elf Cup. 
with a victory at Nogaro. That win 
made him set his sights higher - on 
single-seaters, for which circuit racing 
had finally given him a taste, How to 
go about it? By the surest route, the 
one followed by Tambay, Pironi 
Prost and so many others in France 
the Winfield School 

Jean Alesi got through to the final 
where he came up against Eric Bernard 
and Bertrand Gachot, And was beaten. 
Bernard had spun during his five laps 
but was so brilliant on the other four 
that the jury gave him a second 
chance, Next time round Bernard 
beat Alesi’s best time, Alesi, too, was 
given a second go but fared less well 
than on his first attempt. Bernard 
took the trophy, Jean Alesi was 
second - and his dad threw a wobbly 
Jean Alesi’s image as a malcontent 


was launched. 

Despite that failure he raced in 
Formula Renault in 1984 with his 
father’s backing of course. Dalmas 
took the title, For Jean, it was not a 


spot in the near future? 


ef a mighty scrap with the Brabham 
back in the pots again 


why 
Ken's point was quickly made 


success - with sixth places at ae 
“Perhaps I’m not made for this...” In 
1985 his father told him to do 
another year in that category and 
they would prepare the engine and 
chassis themselves. The 1984 Martini, 
taken over by the Alesi family, was 
taken to pieces and thoroughly checked 
over. “A disaster: the wheels weren't 
aligned, the wheelbase wasn't the 
same from right to left. As for the 
engine, it was only delivering 120 
bhp instead of 150 - less than it 
would have done as a standard 
production model.” 

Despite better prepared equipment 
and good results, 1985 was still 
disappointing: second and third 
places, but no Alesi victory. The 
decision was taken to move up to 
Formula Three the following year. 
Jean had financial backing from the 
local office of State Enterprise SNPE, 
one of whose managers set up 2 
sponsors’ association called “Comp- 
etition Industrie’’, and so the 
necessary support was raised. 

Having watched the European Cup 
Final won by Alex Caffi in a Dallara, 
he opted for one of those in 1986, 
and resumed his pilgrimage along 
the highways of France. “First race 
seventeen laps in the lead. | was so 
scared that I told myself second was 
a good result. Dalmas passed me to 
win. That was at Nogaro.” 

Dalmas was to go out and take the 
French title from Alesi, an outstanding 
debutant. Jean took two wins at Albi 
and Le Mans but was excluded for 
dangerous driving after fighting off 
Delavalade's charge at Rouen: he had 
brushed the legs of a race director 
who rashly encroached on the track 
with his chequered flag! 

Hugues de Chaunac urged him to 
join the ORECA team in 1987. As a 
works driver Alesi was twelfth at 
Albi. Casting a critical eye over his 
Formula Three Martini, he said: “That 
will never work”, and telephoned de 
Chaunac to say Dallara’s were what 
they needed. As his team manager 
hesitated Jean tried to force the 
issue. His brother, Jose, was running 
an old Dallara for an amateur driver 
who agreed to lend it to him for one 
face at Nogaro. The result was pole 
position and a victory. Without 
troubling to refer to de Chaunac, 
Alesi senior ordered a Dallara 87, 
Once he got hands on his Italian car, 
Bese) Rciaes six wins togetier’ ina 


quickest lap. 
‘ch, with thirty 


-up, just 
one lite change 9 eared 
eck on my ee 

had the new set put on and 

set ze time on my second flying lap- 
So for 1988 Jean Alesi was @ Marlboro 
driver in F3000 with de Chaunac 
alongside P.H. Raphanel, first with 
Marches and then with Reynards, “It 
was a disaster. De Chaunac had so 
much work he was delegating to 
people who couldn't handle it. When 
there is no boss you don’t know who 
to turn to. We would lose wings, 
batteries weren't properly installed, 
the cars were undriveable. It was my 
worst racing season.” 
Alesi the malcontent, true to his own 
image, rebelled and threatened not 
to do the last two races. The Marlboro 
people said, “Fine, we will give you a 
new engineer and then it’s up to you 
to prove what you can do.” At Dijon 
and Zolder he pulled off two of his 
best results of the season with fifth at 
both places. 
Eddie Jordan got in touch with him 
to ask what his plans were. Alesi was 
waiting for Marlboro’s answer on 
1989, but the idea of Eddie Jordan 
appealed to him: "He had signed 

lly up in mid-season for five 


Ken Tyrrell (lett) and Harvey Postlethwaite 
been impressed by the bright young Frenchma 


n 


(ob Ty 


combat in the Spanish Grand pr; 
got the drop on Martin Bry, 
Getting past was so difficult 
Alesi only just kept his Tyrrel] oy 


iNdle 


he had just worked so hard to take. 


Highly motivated he may be, but Jean 
Alesi is not without humility: “I'm no 
Prost”, is his firm rejoinder to those 


who are already making comparisons 


“Alain has been World Champion 
twice with thirty-nine Formula One 
wins. I’m a beginner; I've a long way 
to go before you can compare me to 
him.” Such modesty won't stop anyone 
believing Alesi is launched on a 
remarkably successful career. With 
his freshness, simplicity and comb- 
ative temperament, he reminds you 


of those heroes of Alexandre Dumas. 


the three Musketeers: a good heart 
and a streak of toughness. Two 
essentials for success in racing - and 


for winning over the public. 


may look easy, but the strain is there. 


ih) ha 


X, he 


that 
the 
track, and Brundle tried to Overtake 
him again on the inside Quite 
unimpressed by his rival's Feputation 
and experience, Alesi, Pushing hin, 
towards the grass, let him know he 
was in no hurry to let go of the place 


Getting the measure of F1 


Pretty colours, this time 


IRED FOR SPEE 


ce 

hatever you want to mea 
sure - we can do it. We can see 
everything...”” 


In two simple sentences Eberhard 
Haberkern had explained much about 
the word and the world of “telemetry 
and “acquisition by cable.” 

It's a fascinating world. And it’s a 
very complex world. 

Complex, that is, to the outsider. 
Two of the insiders of telemetry are 
Haberkern and Lee Carducci, Haber 
kern is a German who is a Bosch 
engineer while Carducci is an 
American who is responsible for the 
Formula One electronics at Lamb- 
Orghini Engineering. 

You will usually find them working 
at the banks of computers located 
behind the Lola Lamborghini pit 
Together they run the Bosch telemetry 
and data acquisition by cable systems 
which monitor every function and 
Parameter of the Lamborghini V12 
engine. 


BY DAN KNUTSON 


At the Spanish Grand Prix Haberkern 
and Carducci took time to explain 
how it all works. 

“Until five years ago we did not have 
any idea what was going on in a 
Formula One engine,” Haberkern says 
“because there were no data acquis 
ition systems, In those days we had 
to trust the driver. Now we can tell 
him ‘you are shifting too slow or you 
are over revving’ because everything 
is displayed on the computer screen. 
The days of asking the driver what 
the water temperature was and having 
him point at the gauge in the cockpit 
and say ‘the needle was about there’ 
are gone. The computers today, 
however, are not to make the driver 
look like a fool. 

‘All this is not to hurt the driver,” 
Carducci says, “it is to help the 
driver. You will see Philippe Alliot is 
always at the computer after every 
practice session. He wants to see 
how many revs he is doing, what 
gears he is using, where he is 
shifting...” 


The idea that telemetry is there to 
help the driver rather than act as a 
tell-tale is backed up by Renault 
Sport Technical Director Bernard 
Dudot: “For a driver, telemetry is a 
much bigger ally than it is a spy. A 
driver has a perfect feel for how his 
chassis is handling, so he can provide 
his race engineers with all the 
information they need on that count 
But it is much harder for him to 
analyse his engine’s behaviour, 
because so many parameters come 
into play at one time. Telemetry lets 
him confirm his own impressions 
and guide us into our choice of 
solution, Telemetry may be a spy on 
the drivers, but it is also a fantastic 
tool that takes part of the work of in 
car analysis off their shoulders. 

The information in the computer is 
collected in two ways: by telemetry 
and by cable. 

Telemetry is data acquisition by radio. 
The black box - the Electronic Control 
Unit (ECU) - on the car collects all 
the engine information and stores it 
on a memory card. 


Down {0 earth measurement in the Williams pit 


There is a transmitter on the car 
which transmits the data from the 
car to an antenna on the roof of the 
pits. From there the data is fed down 
to the computer in the pit garage. 

} Back to Bernard Dudot: “The black 
box weighs about a kilo and is about 
the size of three cigarette packets. It 
is located above the fuel tank, just 
behind the driver's head. The antenna 

| for transmitting radio information is 
under the front bodywork, above the 
pedals. Passing through a laser beam 
triggers off data transmission. This 

mal line is produced by a laser 

J barrier emitted from the pit wall. 

Bursts of data are received on a relay 
set up on top of the pits, which then 
sends them to the Processing 
computer, We have one screen for 

} cach car to allow rapid Visualisation, 

: with a printer beside it for hard 

} copies.” 

Data acquisition by cable? "When the 

} car comes into the pits,” Carducci 

/ says, “we take this little black box 
we call a reader and we plug it into 

} the cur. It goes direetly into the ECU 

| and in about five seconds all the data 

} is transferred. In that time about 4 

} million bits of information RO from 
the ECU to the reader. Then we 

| insert the reader into the computer, 
and in another five to six seconds we 

can have all the information stored 
on our hard disc. That's data acquis. 
ition by cable.” 

What engine data is collected? As 

Haberkern says - what 

face are lever you want 

Enter the potentiometer, This is a 

device which can measure mechanical 

movement and translate jt into an 
electronic signal, For example, there 
is a potentiometer hooked to th 
throttle slides on ne 

the Lamborghini 


engine which measures, in effect, 
what the driver's right foot is doing 
on the accelerator pedal. 
“In principle, with a potentiometer 
it is possible to measure all move- 
ments,” Haberkern says, “for example 
the suspension.” 
Currently, however, the system mea- 
sures only the functions of the 
Lamborghini V12, Other teams have 
systems with which they watch the 
movements of the suspension, dampers 
and other chassis functions. 
Other clectronic devices sensor 
temperatures, Pressures etc, 
“We are watching a lot of temper- 
atures which are important for the 
engine's function - water, oil, fuel 
temperature,” Haberkern says, “We 
usually watch 15 different temper- 
atures, For example we monitor four 
exhaust gas temperatures which give 
You a readout of the fuel mixture the 
eee is running with. Our system is 
sree Set up to control a 12 
onder nin into four three. 
he, also watch intake temperature, 
Bearbox oil temper: 
ECU electronic perature, the 
control unit (black 


box) tem 
a eae injection time; 


And there is m 
Candiscin ore, 


xa 
Pressure inside wrt” Sense the 


air inter 
an correct the fuel en 


combustion, We ha 
blow-by sensor: it m¢ 8c 


the 


case pressure (blow ; 


engine insig, 
It is a good sign of rh qual 
piston rings and the quatig,? %t 
engine of 
“We have in addition DAR 
channels that can be \.. ae ny 
into the DARAB - a Data po, 
Analysing and Contro| Uno 
gives us an additional 13 j,, < hh 
permit us to measure 4, Yt 


A and 4: 
anything we want Msp 


“We monitor fuel pressure 
can correct the fuel Injection 

for the variable changes jp the : 
pressure. We also use engine 
gearbox oil pressure sensors. 
“Inside the EC an autony 
function that calculates fyey ee 
umption. So we can tell, for xan 
when we change wing angles 
fuel consumption was better 

The list goes on. The computer 
the capacity to measure 
engine function they select 
“To give an example of how powerl 
such an 


and 


we have 


nf 
ify 


Whatey 


electronic 
Haberkern says, “at 


system j 
12,000 rpm 
engine turns 200 times a secon 
That means that in each second cic 
piston is going up and down 2 
times. A second! During one rotat 
of the crankshaft of a 12 cylin 
engine, you have ignition (a spa 
plug firing during the power stro¥ 
of the piston) six times and inject! 
(the fuel intake stroke of the pis 
umes. 

“Now take this engine rotation 
one second and divide it by 200. T™ 
gives you five thousandths o! 
And within this 5/1000ths of a sec?” 
we have ignition six times 


f a secone 


screens trace 


Peaks and troughs: the Lamborghin! 
‘and downs of every lap 


Eyes down - but system sees ev 


injection six times. That means the 
time gap between the one firing and 
the next is cight-hundred millionths 
of a second. And within this time the 
system is able to read in, calculate 
and then control. We know that our 
system will work up to 18,000 rpm 
because that is the current maximum 
speed of our electronics test bench 

Bosch developed this particular 
telemetry system. The Porsche Indy 


Car project also uses a Bosch tele 
metry system which is an older 
generation of the setup used by 


Lamborghini 

All this information is stored in the 
computer. By pushing a couple of 
keys, Haberkern and Carducci can 
display any combination of the data 
on the computer screen. The graph 
on the screen can show up to eight 
functions (in eight different colours) 
at one time. 

To an outsider, the coloured graphs 
are meaningless and might represent 
anything, It could be contrasting the 
popcorn eating habits between 
England and Bolivia. To Carducci and 
Haberkern, however, the graphs tell 
the story of their Lamborghini engines 
through a race. 

Carducci punched some buttons and 
a graph appeared. “We can have full 
race on one screen,” he said. “This is 
Portugal. That's the warm-up lap, the 
Start, the finish, You can see any 
combination of the things we talked 
about earlier. We can enlarge it to 
look at one lap. Here you can see the 
throttle is fully open, here it is 
closed, This is a third/fourth/fifth 
shift 

Haberkern and Carducei rarely see 
their cars racing during a Grand Prix 
But, through telemetry, they know 
exactly what is happening 


surface 
During prequalifying in Spain Michele 


Alboreto’s Lola suddenly stopped 


Back in the pits the computer 
iately 


immed: 


showed a battery 


drop in 


voltage, indicating an electrical 


problem, The problem turned out to 
be a wire which had been broken 
and shorted out the electrical system 
Another example of watching the 
car's progress through telemetry is 
the fuel consumption, The computer 
tells them how much fuel is left in 
the car's tank 


fuel is being consumed cach lap, and 


It also says how much 


how many ‘laps of fuel’ remain in the 
tank. In the car, the screen on the 
instrument panel tells the driver how 
many laps he can go until he runs out 
of fuel. So, if he passes the pits and 
the pit board tells him he has 57 laps 
to go and the screen in the car says 
58 laps to empty, then he knows he 
can take it to the chequered flag, 

Entered in the computer are the 
ideal values of each function. For 
example, maximum water temperature 
and minimum oil pressure, Four times 
each second the system on the car 
measures the 


actual temneratures 


an 


ind the telemetry 


information to 


n the pits. These 
zures’ are shown in paren 
o deal numbers. So 


two numbers one 


1 see h vell the engine is 
forming. 

The condition of the gearbox is also 

nonitored 

All this is a long way from the 

iverage ‘econobox’ street car: If you 

ure lucky, your road car will have a 


water temperature gauge with a blue 
dot on the left and a red dot on the 
right. And you will have a row of 
idiot lights which will flash when a 
problem has already occured 
The telemetry system in 

means more than just 


Formula 
One, of course 
knowing every movement and function 
of the engine and displaying it on 
pretty graphs, In closing, Haberkera 
sums up the benefit of telemetry and 
data acquisition by cable 

‘For a high-tech Formula One system. 
he says, “it is really essential that you 
have all the 
readouts you can analyse 
you can transfer this readout into a 


readouts, Out of the 


and then 


technical advantage 


Or, in Bernard Dudot'’s words 

Telemetry is not just a buzz word, it 
is a genuine revolution. Telemetry is 
a remote x-ray of an engine, done by 
continuous analysis of the essential 
parameters: a photograph of its 


behaviour 


Drivers spy on the screens, too 


(Bernard Asset Rena) 
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By Timothy Collings 


This is the first in a series of 
features looking at the new breed 
of Formula One team owners, 
men of high financial and com- 
mercial acumen who see Grand 
Prix racing as just a piece in the 
jig-saw of their international and 
worldwide game plans. They are 
men as different from Enzo Ferrari 
and Colin Chapman as Ruud Gullit 
or Bryan Robson are from Tom 
Finney or Stanley Matthews. For 
them the racing is virtually 4 
sideshow from the real work of 
the weekend — the continuatio® 
of their profiteering and their 
Success. Some of the new owners 
loye the sport. Some do not. All 
would agree, however, that it is 
an ideal vehicle for marketing 
their companies. And other pe? 
ple’s companies. To them, Formul# 
One is the fastest form of advett 
ising in the world. Jean Piette 
yan Rossem, the Belgian owner! 
the Moneytron-Onyx team, is the | 
first man to be featured — bY 
the first to admit that bis chic’ | 
Motive in Grand Prix racing * | 


Jean-Pierre van Ross: 
anarchist, collector ¢ 
ordinary and high 
inessman and 44-y« 

an unlikely but | 
figure in the Formu 
around the world 
height, has long gre 
beard, a penchant f 
drivers’ shoes, i 
grossly, overweight 
spectacles. He owns 
Onyx Grand Prix racing 
In his first year in For 
Rossem has helped t % 
from obscurity to fame, to establist 
them among the coming forces 
the future of the world’s most spe 
tacular sport and to raise the team's 
profile far higher than the level 
usually sought by those unsung outfits 
making up the numbers at the back 
end of the grid, 

And yet he remains an enigma. A man 
surrounded by rumour and counter- 
rumour whose wealth has required 
him to attend certain races on the 
Formula One calendar attended by a 
trio of well-trained bodyguards. The 
sort who carry ironmongery under 
their jackets. For van Rossem, his 
chosen sport is a passport to a 
strange sort of satisfaction, an oppor- 
tunity to relive and improve on past 
personal excursions into motor racing 
and a way of publicising himself and 
his company while at the same time 
continuing to make a healthy profit 
Born in 1945, he left home when he 
was only 17 with very little money of 
his own to try and make his own way 
in the world. He gained a place at 
Ghent University to study Economics 
and Mathematics and, after graduating, 
Went to post-graduate studies in 
North America, finally obtaining a 


PhD and settling into a new role as a 


writer of books on economics 

In 1967, he began work on an 
econometric system, based on mathe 
matics and statistics, designed to 
Predict economic trends. This was 
the Moneytron model which, after 
1.6 million man hours of work 
involving a team of mathematicians 
and economists, was created to 
Predict currency rates, commodity 
Prices and share values. It uses 248 
€conomic and political variables, but 
has proved to be hugely successful 
Dr. van Rossem had already become 
ful businessman in his own 
right by 1987 when the Moneytron 
model came on stream as a financial 
advisory service and performed so 
spectacularly his former achievements 
were to be dwarfed immediately. The 
successes were almost unbelievable 
and helped in the creation of the 
current Moneytron-Onyx team, a 
logical interest for van Rossem to 
follow as he had raced in Belgian 
Formula Three in the 1960's himself 
and knew well the promotional poss. 
ibilities offered to his own company 
in Formula One 


The link between van Rossem 
economic miracle-worker, and the 
ambitious but financially-stretched 
Onyx team — then owned by Paul 
Shakespeare — came about via Belgian 
driver Bertrand Gachot, since dis 
pensed with by the team. Van Rossem 
recalled: “I heard Gachot was looking 
for a budget for Formula One. He 
told me what he was looking for. He 
said he was bound to a team and his 
contract stipulated that he had to 
bring sponsors for a total of 100 
million Belgian Francs to the team to 
get the drive 
“That was an impossible thing to do. 
So, I wanted to meet the team’s 
directors. They were desperate, The 
English owner was Paul Shakespeare 
He was in property and everything in 
the team was financed. The team had 
no money. It only had a little over 
two million dollars and appeared to 
be bankrupt before the season started 
“So, I made them a proposal. People 
who have nothing to lose are more 
likely to take chances. | proposed 
they invest their money in my system. 
but warned them it was not used to 
small fortunes. But they were very 
lucky because within three weeks 
they had 9.5 million dollars... They 
re-invested five into the system and 
we discussed the future of the team 
I made a new offer: I would invest 
£2.5 million and would take all the 
shares in my name 

“Our goal was to invest via Moneytron 
and to make the team one of the 
biggest in Formula One — the equiv- 
alent of McLaren and Ferrari. Now 
the team is growing and we have our 
plans — to have our wind tunnel 
near the factory, to make our own 
chassis, to expand and to have our 
own test track probably in the South 
of France. As for engines, it will 
probably be Porsche... | have to 
repeat our aim is to be big in 
Formula One, When | do something, 
I do it 100 percent, We will succeed 
— believe me.” 


How that success is to be measured, 
in cash or Grands Prix wins, remains 
to be seen, but any betting man 
fancying 2 wager would be wise to 
conclude that Onyx are likely winners 
within three years and championship 
contenders within five or six. It is in 
the nature of van Rossem’s character 
that this is so. 
“I wish to have 2 car that can win, 
say, in two years. That would be 
okay. | have always been a winner in 
business and I wish to be a winner 
here too in Formula One. It will not 
be easy of course and it will cost me 
a tot of money - probably about 50 
million dollars for engines with 
Porsche alone. Much is going to 
depend on the backing I can get 
from my Belgian sponsors. 
“Lam not optimistic about it or the 
future or anything. | am not like that 
I am realistic. And if it all falls 
through and we cannot get the 
motors we want — Porsche — then I 
am reddy to sell my shares immed- 
iately. That is for sure. It is my plan 
to be a winning owner, Not just an 
owner. We have a car here at Onyx 
with a really great chassis and a lot of 
potential. We have good drivers, 
What we need is the motor. The 
T, 
“People say I know nothing, but I 
have been in motor racing before 
myself. | was involved in the 1960's 
im some endurance racing and so on. 
I did not have the money in those 
days to have a really good car and | 
fan a Lotus Elan in the Belgian 
Sportscar Championships. It was a 
very nice car, but it did not have 
enough horsepower. Only 1600cc, It 
was not enough to beat the big 
_ prototypes like the Fords and so on." 
Van Rossem's experiences and ambi- 
tions have aot affected his attitudes 
( life. He admits he is a “strange- 
looking guy” and is annoyed by 


insinuations that his money making 
methods may owe their success (Oo 
luck or other more devious qualities, 
but is open and bluntly honest too. 
‘People say things about me. I know 
that,” he said. “But it is only because 
I do not look like other people. It is 
not a matter of judgement, but a 
matter of appearance. I have been 
very annoyed by a lot of things 
written about me. People said I was a 
junkie and did time in prison. This 
was scandalous and really a disgrace 
I have not exploited anyone to earn 
my money and they are all just 
jealous. That is all That and my 
appearance and the fact I'm not a 
conformist and have some anarchist 
ideas, 
“They say this guy looks strange so 
they say he is not a good guy. So, of 
course, | am different from other 
team owners... | don’t know them. 
None of them at all. I have never 
spoken to any one of them, To me 
that is not strange. This is a business 
and I try to do my job as well as 
possible and for me it is quite 
difficult because I have not always 
been in this sort of work. : 
“But I attend specifically to the 
financial aspects of the job and not 
the internal and technical problems 
of the team. These I hand over to 
other people like Mike Earle and 
Alan Jenkins, Alan is a great engineer 
who | consider will be the Barnard 
of the 1990's. He always says what he 
thinks too. He has a great talent.” 
Van Rossem clearly regards the 
Porsche deal as the key to his future 
romania eee ie his team’s, “Only 
Brie ford the deal,” he 
said, “And they are gone already, 
Mclaren have Honda, Williams have 
Renault, Ferrari have their own motor 
and Benetton have Ford. So, if we fail 
to land Porsche, it will mean that 
Porsche do not want to come back to 


Formula One and that will be 


shame 
“Formula One is a big business now 
especially if you want to mak. 
publicity in it. Of course, if you are q 
team owner, the publicity will cost 
you nothing at all. But you hope you 
are earning money from it. For me 
there have been no benefits in the 
first year. I have made millions of 
dollars for the team on the stock 
market, but I have invested personally 
more than five million dollars 
So the benefits have to come in the 
following years. For example, if we 
have a successful deal with Porsche 
it will be easy to find other sponsors 

My motives? Profit is my 
motive. The next is winning. Really 
it should be only profit, because the 
profit is relatively small compared 
with money on the stock market 
So, I should not spend much of my 
time in Formula One racing if it was 
only for profits.” 
Asked about the longer term and any 
possible thoughts of power within 
the Formula One administrative game 
van Rossem had to smile as he 
answered, “Oh, no,” he said, “It is s° 
well controlled now by (Bernice) 
Ecclestone that nobody can 
come in. No... well, maybe it could 
be possible to come in but only at # 
very high price. I don’t agree with it 
But I don’t want any wars with him 
The only thing is that I don’t like te 
see the way he needs to make his 
money out of the poor devils of the 
public paying for everything. | cannot 
agree with that.” 
And so this man who collects Ferrar's 
and toy trains, who take Is from 
the Sultan of Brunei as easily as the 
rest of us call the office, ended h' 
discourse on Onyx, Moneytron and 
Formula One to return to the pi 
where his bulk still attracts looks ° 
sheer wonder from passers-by. Nex! 
year, with reasonable luck, ‘° 
Wonder may turn to awe 


first 


else 
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fl hadn't been there, my 
husband would have died." The 
stitement is simple, not made for 
dramutic effect, only to underline the 
intensity of emotion that has raged in 
ee Mae since the March 
vhen her husband Philippe’s AGS The ye, 
cous ta Rio testing and left him a8 soon asthe 8 Sangerousy began 
ysed. At lent had 
os taker 9, ROsPtal where Philinne 
in a room f hit on a stretcher 
nN hours, 
ility for 
Sao Paulo - 
th 


Courage comes in elegant packages bay 
Strelff 7 


} 
fj 


Would pay - just get those people | 
there,” 

As she waited, Renee went th 
the first stage of heartbreak at 
Watched my husband becoming P? 


lysed before my eyes. At one point) | 


said, “Oh God, what's happening | 
me, I can’t feel my arms." A 
he said, “Oh God, what's hapP® first 
to me, I can't feel my legs." 
Question the medics from > 
asked was whether she realised 
Serious her husband's condition he 
“I still don't know where I four) 
ical strength”, she recalls: os 
nL asked why they didn't ge 


roug! 


and do something about 
answered that the equipm: 
sao Paulo, I literally pick 
off the floor, threw him a 
wall and told them all to 
and let me organise my ow 
team.” 
The second brush with danger 
shortly afterward. Having at last got a 
call through to Paris and the specialist 
Gerard Saillant, Renee was caught in 
a desperate dilemma. “I was in an 
office at the hospital, with the 
Brazilian surgeon telling me that if 
he didn’t operate Philippe would be 
dead within the hour, At the same 
time, on the other end of the line 
Saillant was ordering me on no 
account to let them operate, If I ever 
have cause to believe in Providence, 
it will be because at that very moment 
another doctor came in and asked 
me in French if it was Saillant I had 
on the line, He had worked under 
Saillant in Paris for a year, I just 
handed him the ‘phone, and they 
carried out the operation with this 
man relaying everything on the tele- 
phone and taking his advice,” 
The next stage was for Saillant himself 
to fly out to Rio and assume control. 
But the next confrontation with 
danger was just around the corner. 
“Saillant told me all he was doing 
was trying to get Philippe into shape 
to bring him home, A special medical 
plane came for us, and at that point I 
was again faced - alone - with a 
decision I hope no-one else ever has 
to make. Saillant said to me, ‘You 
must know that if we take off, there 
is one chance in two that your 
husband will not be alive when we 
Bet to Paris’, What was I to say?” 
She opted to risk all on having 
Philippe home, “And every time we 
took off or landed - it was a small 
Plane, so we had several stops - it 
Was sheer hell; holding on to the 
drips, keeping him as stable and flat 
4S possible, asking the pilots to avoid 
the turbulence... Once back in Paris 
Renee was able to call on the admin- 
istrative clout of their close friend 
Nicolas Sarkozy, mayor of Neullly, 
Whose wife is Corsican like Renee. A 
Special motorcade was on hand at 
the airport to escort Philippe’s 
ambulance - obliged to go no faster 
than 20 miles an hour for his safety 
sto the hospital, 

rough weeks in a re-animation 
Unit, and five months at the military 
Thstitution des Invalides in central 
Rr is, danger was ever present. Renee 

One point was convinced she was 
pete lose him: he lost 15 kilos off 

le that was already free of 

©Xcess weight. “And there were all 


Above: Famous face in French colours; Philippe in typical pose 
Below: The ll-fated AGS with Philippe at the whee 


sorts of other problems: urinary infect- 
ions, and a terrible time with bed 
sores - so bad that at one stage 
Philippe actually had to have a skin 
graft." When I went to Paris to see 
Philippe and Renee, the weight had 
been put back, and he had just left 
the Invalides for another rehabilitation 
centre west of the city where he will 
stay until a new apartment is fitted 
out. 


If Philippe’s life has been in the 
balance, his wife's has been a long 
and lonely battle. Though her appear- 
ance would never betray it, the toll 
has been terrible, “Psychologically it 
has been very hard. Philippe has 
made some progress, but so little, 
and so slowly., And there are so 
many other small problems that come 
crowding in, There have been periods 
of doubt, I admit it, periods of 
resignation; but then there are the 


Aspen /varaynist 


Sooreg Petur 


times when all you want to do is 
fight. I tell myself it's not possible 
that he will stay that way, I have to 
breathe into him the will to fight -for 
himself, for me, for our children,” 
Romain and Thibaut Streiff have not 
been able to grasp what has happened. 
But there have been moments of 
intense danger for the children as 
well, “At one point Romain (six in 
December) came home and said to 
me, ‘I'm terribly sad. I don't think 
Daddy loves us any more.’ Of course 
I asked him how he could think such 
a thing. ‘Well, he never takes us in 
his arms any more, never gives us a 
hug... What am I, as a mother, to 
reply?” 

Renee was also called to the school 
of her other son, three-year-old 
Thibaut. “Every lunchtime, they told 
me, they found Thibaut erying quietly 


$1 


i 


in Rig, 1988 
Just batore it happened. Prilippe peers 


to himself, And when they asked 
why, he said, ‘Mummy's never here, 
and | don’t have a Daddy any more.’ 
I'd been spending every day with 
Philippe, from 11 in the morning 
through to 11 at night, but I knew 
then | had to arrange things differ- 
ently, spend more time with the 
boys. | have to be their mother, 
father, friend and confidante. But at 
the sume time | draw such strength 
from them. Life has been so hard for 
the last seven months, but thankfully 
my children are there with their 
vitality and their love.” 

In all this time of crisis, what outside 
help has Renee been able to call on? 
Friends. first of all; “Even though I 
had to give up our home in Switzer- 
land, where we had been for just 
under two years, and uproot the 
children again, it wasn't so hard, as 
Romiain was reunited with all his 
school chums, and Thibaut was just 
at the stage of making them, And I've 
been thrown back upon a circle of 
friends | knew before,” 

Against that, however, was the utter 
Joncliness of her situation at the time 


ci 
manens ©. ae his position as & 
sport. I had 


Renee Strelff docs not blame other 
drivers and other people in Formula 
One for not coming closer in her's 
and Philippe’s time of need, “I think 
it is something psychological, and 
something I can understand: they 
can't afford to let themselves be 
touched by this kind of danger. But 
people have been kind: the AGS 
team, of course, and Benetton - and 
we had the loveliest letter from Luis 
Sala, who doesn’t even know us very 
well, telling Philippe he wasn't 
forgotten, he must come back soon.” 
Gabriele Tarquini, brought in to 
replace Philippe, called him from 
Monaco to ask his advice on setting 
up the car; and when it went so well 
that weekend, Tarquini called again 
10 say Philippe's car - not his - was 
fantastic, and it was waiting for his 


Auwbyt bwttt of sponsor 
r ‘eso: Phlipe with 1686 team-mate Martin Brundle enjoying another form of racing 


The first time Renee 


on to the Grand Prix ie bag, 
their national race at p lean! 
was areal ordeal", she ie q 

felt I had to do it fo, , + Duty 
of Philippe’s sponsors, Ang vt 
went into the Tyrrell moto, ats 
(Philippe’s former team ) io 


Nora were wonderful to me, $0 k 
so human « I just collapsed jp Nc 
arms.” Frank Williams himselg 
grievously injured in 1986, 55..." 
Jot of time with Renee that Weeken: 
and has offered to go and see Philip nd 
in Paris. Pe 
Despite such evidence of kindnes, 
though, Renee's attitude to Formy 
One has changed, “It's a very hard 
milieu, you know: when you're no 
longer in it, you're quickly forgotten 
But you acquire a sense of true 
values where people are concerneg 
I've changed, and I believe Philippe 
has too. Yet you come out of it; 
better person; you have to becom 
more aware of other things. Nowadays 
Tattach much less importance to things 
that used to seem absolutely essential’ 
Of crucial importance now is Renee) 
belief in the importance of the family 
unit - meaning Philippe, herself and 
their sons. It is to this unit she now 
intends Philippe to return, by Christ 
mas if possible, “I have to get him 
out of the cocoon of hospital’, she 
states fiercely, “get him back to lis 
own environment, back to the bosom 
of his family - I have to stimulate 
him, shake him up and bring his 
back to life." 

Where, then, does Philippe’s ae 


In 
Ora 


of mind leave them now? As | walke : 


196 DATA GENERAL RACING CAR CHALLENGE 


‘Out and about: with Renee at the rehabilitation centre at 
Menucourt, west of Paris 6 


in, he was showing pictures of his 
children to one of the nurses, 
swapping notes and compliments, If 
there were one or two bleak comments 
- goodness knows that is understand- 
able - there were flashes of a sense of 
humour, too, As the dietician listed 
the delights of the next week's menu, 
Philippe asked her to stop. "No point 
in going any further than Sunday", he 
twinkled, “Stuart and I are leaving 
for the Japanese Grand Prix on 
Monday..." Again in deference to his 
Scottish visitor, he asked what the 
English translation of “petits pois” 
might be. Duly instructed, he reques- 
ted "Peas, please” for next day's 
Vegetable and promised to eat them 
Off the back of the fork, as the 
English do... 

Best of all, however, was his response 
to a major step in his progress; the 
fitting-out of his wheelchair. At one 


“ Stage this move from his horizontal 


Position to the upright posed grave 
Problems, “He had been on his back 
for so long", Says Renee, “that even 
the slightest inclination would 
Provoke giddiness and nausea, But 
at Was worse was that the sight 
nd feel of the wheelchair made him 
ily aware that he was handicapped, 
Pie it was something he was not 
€N to face,” 
lat afternoon, however, Philippe 
Rot only consented to come outside 
‘| F some pictures, he spent longer in 
ce ~ the latest in a series 
tried - than ever before. 
Biere wa joke there, too, from the 
Who was the tallest driver in 


facing. One, "Same as when I was 


I could never fit into the 
damned Seat!" 


Cyrille de Rouvre 
w funds and gave the 
ructure with a mutual 
Henri Cochin, as manager, We 
i the 1988 season on a 
shoestring, but AGS had ambitious 
plans; and in '88 we had managed to 
Prequalify my car, which meant we 
Were starting from a good base point 
Sadly, I wasn’t able to put it all into 
Practice,,,"’ 

But since recovering some of his 
capacities Philippe has been advising 
AGS, trying to act as the link between 
the ‘old’ team and the new regime 
As we talked in his hospital room, 
there were calls from journalist 
friends, and one from Gerard Larrousse 
asking Philippe's advice of some 
changes of personnel in his own 
team. "I hope to stay in the Formula 
One milieu”, is Philippe’s own defiant 
declaration. “If I do have the luck to 
recover, it won't be to drive - because 
I won't get back 100% of my capac- 
ities, and as everyone knows you 
need to be functioning at 120% to be 
a Grand Prix driver! But as Frank 
Williams has proved, you can still be 
active In Formula One even with a 
severe handicap; and in any case I 
hope to throw It off: I have to fight to 
recover as far as possible.” 

This is the kind of talk Renee wants 
to hear, “I will not give my children 
a pitiful image of their father, | want 


ad done 


"| need to give him the will to fignt. 


him with us, I want them to have a 
Daddy who can impose order, give 
them advice; this is where he belongs.” 
The plan is for Philippe to keep his 
office in the AGS premises in Paris 
while also operating as sponsorship 
advisor to up-coming drivers. 

Talking of which, if there is a happy 
tail-piece to Renee's story of lonely 
struggle this year, it is in the attitude 
of Philippe's sponsors. He has always 
enjoyed a reputation as a driver with 
charisma to attract and keep sponsors, 
and every one of them - despite the 
fact he has not driven a lap in a 
Grand Prix in 1989 - spontaneously 
opted to honour their contracts for 
the whole year. To which must be 
added the happy news that, in an 
unhappily divided Formula One year, 
it was resolved at the drivers’ briefing 
in Japan that all the drivers, the 
teams and FISA themselves would 
contribute to a fund that will help 
the Streiffs defray the horrendous 
expenses mentioned earlier, This, 
surely, is the image of the sport we 
will want to retain in 1989 

Last word, of necessity, to Renee 
Streiff. On the way back from the 
hospital in her car, she said simply; 
"You know, I have found, in the 
midst of all this turmoil and pain, a 
kind of inner peace. I know that 
whatever happens to me - to us - in 
the future can never be as bad, and I 
know I have the strength to cope,” 
In one of our century's happier 
phrases, Renee Streiff has given 
human form to the definition of 
courage: grace under pressure, © 


(Pe) 
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| 1985, in qualifyin, 

British Grand nites oe 
electrified a dull Silverstone ar 
by taking pole with the first 
Formula One lap to exceed an 
average speed of 160mph, It was 
quintessential 


BY STUART SYKES 


has Keke th, TONE Was obvious, 
toa Formals of coming back 
thinking of it nage Pt OF is he 


anger Wore Key 


; accident! 
that, It doesn't happen by acct 


SO therefore that situation 
Probably never arise where Iw 
forced to think about it. ott 
“The ‘Yes’ side is that I'd love * 
my hands on one of the cure"! hot 
But just like that: love to see it 
they are, love to say I'm still ra 
The only problem there is oe ove 
cally you would be limiter’ jing 
doing long, exhaustin8 to 
Depending on the race track: Pr yt 
for instance you take thl5 opus 
Jerez. You're going to DAV" | wc? 
Neck problem here if yOu My 
Out of the cold into the am nove 
time you've learned it — eke 
Or whatever it takes — YOU"'. 501 

you can’t do it any MOF ce ya 
Can't really get to the part 


really say to yourself you're about to 
find out whether you can do it or 
not. I'd still like to try a car, but on 
the other hand I'm not working on 
that either, so that situation will 
probably never arise, It's not that 
important a thing in my life,”” 


Look back fora 
Rosbe 


victorii 


own Way was pretty mem 
in style and 


execu 
was the most satisfying 
where he sat? 

“Definitely Monaco 1983. Because 
when I entered Formula One I had 
three goals: to win my first Grand 
Prix, win Monte Carlo and be World 
Champion. Monaco was on that list 
because it is so special, Just to win a 
Grand Prix, unfortunately, doesn’t 
Bive you the satisfaction. Formula 
One doesn't give you much satis- 
faction, it gives you misery, because 
95% of the time it's disappointment 
It's easy to calculate: 114 Grands 
Prix I drove, five wins — 95% is not 
far off! It's a game for masochists, 
really, and you can only be a maso- 
chist for so long...” 


With inside knowledge, and now 
looking at Formula One as 4 
relative outsider, is Keke surprised 
peeeoened — by the decline 
ationships between Grand Pr 
People? 
ee ae always been there. There 
RES the same depth of pride, educa- 
» Maturity about being a Formula 
ne driver as there was in the 
Siig when I entered it, When | 
¢ in the Sennas, Prosts, Piquets 
today were called Andretti, 


British GP 1979; Kake in tne Wolt Ford 


Reutemann and so on. Now we think 
back to them as being the big old 
names — and in ten years’ time we'll 
be doing the same to these guys, 
absolutely, But their fundamental 
thinking about Formula One was 
completely different. It wasn't a 
gentleman's game, it was already a 
cut-throat business then, but it was a 
gentleman's game in certain ways, 
you know? 
“Tennis has some rules; you can 
make a volley from the net, but you 
don’t necessarily hit it into the other 
guy's eye. Smash it close by, okay — 
tell him you could have done it, but 
you don’t actually do it. In those days 
there was a certain set of rules, 
which has now gone out of the 
window completely. There are no 
rules, it's a jungle fight now — which 
is okay, Speak to the Rod Lavers, Ken 
Rosewalls today, and they'll probably 
describe current tennis exactly the 
same way. It's happened in all sports, 
because sports have become profes- 
sional. Because they're professionals, 
they have more ambition, more time 
to devote — it's become harder. 
“Today's sport, everywhere, is busi 
ness, it’s professional entertainment 
There's no difference between Elton 
John and Alain Prost any more, they 
both go on stage to entertain people 
and get paid for it, Elton John gets 
paid even more than Alain Prost 
does, but then Alain isn’t underpaid 
her, 
freaale players no longer get dressed 
in white and go out on a beautifully 
mown court: shove on what they can, 
get out there and earn the big bucks, 
And we shouldn't mind that this is 
the 1990s, we can’t turn back. We've 


created this for ourselves by injecting 
more and more money to get better 
and better performance in all sports, 
so... You ain't gonna win in pole 
vault today if you don't have the 
pole. Whatever sport you take today, 
it's an equipment sport. Take ath- 
letics: if you don't have the right 
training facilities, physical testing 
possibilities, you ain't gonna be a 
world-class athlete 

“And all this nonsense saying, ‘Well, 
is the driver still important in Formula 
One?’; is the jumper still important in 
the pole vault? No, it’s the pole that’s 
the deciding factor! But take a 
Formula One grid: the 26 drivers 
aren't going to do the same job. Of 
course the driver is still important, 
otherwise he wouldn't be paid what 
he's paid. The teams would Jove to 
have a sort of electronic robot in 
there that they could control from 
the pits, push a button, say ‘Turn 
right, turn left' — but that isn’t the 
way it works. Of course he’s import 
ant, as important as he always was. 
You're not going to develop anything 
unless you have the best driver in the 
world. Then, when the driver puts 
the car in the wall, it's 100% down to 
the driver on that day... Look at 
somebody like Alain Prost: why is he 
one of the better-paid drivers? He 
makes no mistakes... On the other 
hand, I don't know why the other 
two in the current equation, Mansell! 
and Senna, are in the ranks of the 
highest paid — they make a million 
mistakes." 


Ore wetory ip Word Crampons yaar for Witinens at 


the Swigs GP - in Dien! aoe 


ss 


| 


How, then 
the preceding weekene 
in Portugal, where Messrs M. 


and Senna tangled on 


did K. Rosberg view 


{'s event 


again? 


“AS a repeat of the past. Just when 
you thought that at least one of them 
had learned a hell of a lot. No need 
for it, as on any of the previous 
occasions. And why has Prost never 
clashed with either? Or anybody else 
much?" 


Keke was a 
Nigel 
Alain Prost in his last season with 
McLaren. 
friends 


of both 
at Williams, and 


cammate 


Mansel 
They are, apparently 
will that relationship 
survive their working partnership 
at Ferrari next year? 


“In the first place, they are not 
friends out of the cockpit. They have 
virtually no personal relationship. 
Maybe play golf now and again on 
the same course, but that's about it 
— they're not buddies. Everyone says 
there are no friends any more in 
Formula One: but they should realise 
it’s impossible to have friends, This 
week one team is going to Estoril to 
test, another one is testing in Imola, 
the next is going to Silverstone 
how are you going to have Proper 
friendships? And come Grand Prix 
weekend, there's no time for friend. 
ships: you're either working or 
sleeping, sometimes sitting on a loo,,, 
It’s nonsense to say Formula One isa 
cutthroat business, nobody's got any 
friends — there's no time here to 
make friends. This is not a kinder. 
garten to make friends 


{ntense, high-speed office.” 
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‘Being better than the next guy: 
competition between individuals, the 
only satisfaction. You're competing 
against other men; if] miss something 
out of Formula One, the only thing I 
coulé name for you right now is the 
competition. 

Which, obviously, can only be done 
by including all the rest, the other 
Parameters. But competition is what 


Heat trate elated 


makes you a racing d 
thrill of the speed, |\j , 
says, not the money 
become a racing drive Th 
money; you became an 
and became poorer at the «,, dr 

those two went hand I raat 

didn’t have money for a thing 

because all your cash was poi, ly 
racing. If you couldn't afford ‘ 
tyres, you could afford at least A, 
put it on the most important Side 


the car! 


v 


‘Well, that's what you aim for _ , 
want to win every weekend. No ee 
never bothered me that I didn’t win 
more races. In Formula One | don), 
think anybody ever looks back, you're 
too busy worrying about tomorrow | 
don’t look back at that Saturday, tha 
Sunday, I look back at a block of |; 
years, and now I'd rather say there's 
another block that comes after, Yoy 
look back, say it was a wonderful 
time, but it was great to get out and 
do something else." 


How active 
senior mar 

ment? 

“On the driving side, I try to help a 
little bit on a weekend like this 


here he’s actually going t 
w 


his first race It's not sor 
fone pefore, pecause It 

do! t 
formulae you've just got 


our own way there's 
c Even this weeker 
directly about d 
w what the hell's g 


can do 
tell him 


. 
don't kno" 

yut there, | haven t even dr 
cars! [can tell him about pr 


try to bring him Into the week 
c here it's extreme 4if 


caus! ss 
y cause Stefan Joha 


and especially be 
son is not in the race. He would have 


been in desperate need of Stefan this 
weekend, it would have made his life 
70% easier. He's really in at the deep 
end. But I rate him very, very high 
as a natural talent, and as an incre 
dible person. He's got both of those. 
put you've still got to remember it's 
like putting a raw diamond on a table 
in front of him, and saying ‘Here it is 
it’s incredibly valuable, cut it — but 
don't break it, polish it and let's see 
how fine it turns out’. And that we're 
going to find out in the next two 
years, It’s a huge test of character, 
and only he can do it and decide how 
much he can extract out of himself, 
how much he can develop this excel 
lent raw product we have in front of 
us." 

ls I 
"The next step, which is very close, 
is to secure as good a seat as possible 
for JJ in Formula One next year 
that’s got to be the most important 
thing at the moment. At the same 
time I've got a Formula Three guy 
in the UK, Mika Hakinen, that I'm 


sorted out for next year, 
programme that enables him to get 
the success I think he deserves as a 
driver.. and a million other things 
Working with my old partners from 
my active time, creating a new office 
again, the whole bit. I am enjoying it 
very, very much, travelling more now 
than I did as a Grand Prix driver; but 
everybody who is working has the 
same problem — you are torn between 
the love of your work and the love of 
your family. And whichever of those 
two you are doing, you have a bad 
conscience about the other one. | 
probably take that problem deeper 
and harder because I'm retired from 


what I used to do for a living — 1 
shouldn't be in this situation, but I 
love to be in this situation, I can't 
win — I was born a loser, I tell you 


FORMULA ONE PROFILE: 
KEKE ROSBERG 


Born: December 6, 1948 

Nationality Finnish 

First GP. South Africa, 1978 
(Theodore) 

G.P. teams: Theodore, ATS, 
Wolf, Fittipaldi, 
‘Williams & McLaren 

G.P.s contested: 114 

Victories: 5 - Switzerland 1982 
Monaco 1983, 
Dallas 1984, 
USAE and Australia 
1985 

Pole positions: 5 

Fastest laps: 3 

Last GP, Australia, 1986 


(McLaren) 
World Champion:1982 (Williams) 
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Je Rosberg is a happier man 
these days. He can see light at the 
end of the tunnel which suffered 
something of a caye-in last year at 
Monza. 

For some months now the Bregarious 
Finn has been extolling the virtues of 
his protege Jyrki Jarvilehto . other. 
wise known as JJ - to all and sundry 
in the Formula One paddock, By the 
19OHR Itilian Grand Prix he thought 
his persistence had finally Paid off 
and went there confidently expecting 

fo cement a deal with Scuderia Italia 
to have him run as Alex Caffi'y 
partner thiy scuson, Instead, he came 
away disappointed 


Cesaris, whose 
taly's most prominent 


ree Champion, 
Come out of his Rona . 


Start of the year With both fists flyin, 


and esti at Slivernes ie ne 
an aia ton, Silverstone 
ns Y Herbert aly 


NeW sensation 
* momentum, By 


yer, 
the latter half of the year, hewn bb 
Gary Brabham’s persistence ~ it was 
Volkswagen Spiess-engined ae the 
Paying off, as Bowman Racing 4” nant 
Australian became the dom, 
force, Lehto was struggling ¥! 
Pacific Racing Reynard. prob 
What could he do about the Pr 
lem? The answer was invari! ie 
Same: “Go quicker"’, It pecan hs 
@ Catchphrase, Despite Breeigio’ 
charge, J) wrapped up the pre" 
title, pl 
When he finally made bis P° ig 
debut in a Formula One ©. ions 
Prequalifying at Estoril, a nla 
Could hardly have been M0 


ams 


ourable, Only the previous Wednesday 
Moneytron Onyx owner, the unpre- 
dictable Jean-Pierre van Rossem, had 
fired regular number two Bertrand 
Gachot, allegedly because the latter 
had publicly criticised his team. At 
the time, JJ was engaged elsewhere 
looking ahead to the Le Mans Formula 
3000 race that weekend, and wond- 
ering if he was going to suffer again 
at the hands of team-mate and former 
Formula Three rival Eddie Irvine 
Leaving a certain part of Italy, he 
drove to Milan's Linate airport that 
evening, only to find that a furniture 
convention had flooded the outskirts 
of the city with businessmen anxiously 
discussing gate-leg tables and Queen 
Anne chairs, Undettered, he simply 
curled up in his hire car for the 
night, 
When he arrived in the U.K. the 
following Morning, it was supposed 
to be to collect his road car to drive 
down to Le Mans, “But things changed 
& little, My office in Finland got in 
touch and told me I was driving the 
Onyx in Portugal, I had only minutes 
t0 Bet to Heathrow to make the 
fight!” 
ake Usual delays at Britain's major 
*POrt Worked for him Though he 
“trived at 9.30 for a 9.25 flight, it 
Was delayed. He made it. If he was 
didn’ When he reached Lisbon, it 
Rosber sow. Behind the scenes, 
Rossene a been at work, Van 
er sacks quickly been in touch 
take his ari Gachot. Could Lehto 


ie 
had Sertain place in Italy at which he 


Sen engaged was Fiorano, 
Carrying aie Bagi was 0 


test as part of his 


contract with Ferrari, Rosberg called 
Cesare Fiorio and was overwhelmed 
by the stylised Italian’s reaction when 
he requested a release 

He was very, very good yut it 
No problem. He agreed aight 
away, and said of course JJ must do 
it, He would never dc 


anything to 
stand in the way of a youg driver's 
career, 

The Ferrari deal had been massaged 
by Marlboro at the end of 1988 
when Roberto Moreno was obliged 
to give up his test contract due to his 
switch to race for Enzo Coloni's 
fledgling team. And before long, Lehto 
had endeared himself to the great 
Italian stable. 

In his first run in the Ferrari 639 
Nigel! Mansell had set the seal on his 
relationship with the team by taking 
the car round the frozen Fiorano 
faster than it had ever gone, When 


Gerhard Berger heard that Nicola 
Larini was odds-on favourite to take 
his place in the Mexican Grand Prix, 
following the Painful burns he 
suffered in his Imola shunt, he had 
dragged himself to Italy. In a drive 
that sent shivers down the spines of 
all who witnessed it, the Austrian 
slammed round to a new track record 
in the 640, He made his point, and 
duly resumed racing in Central 
America, 

The first time he ever sat in a 639, 
Lehto lapped only two-tenths off the 
time Berger had set, It wasn't a feat 
that received much coverage outside 
Italy, but it began to endorse Ros- 
berg's unswerving faith in his protege. 
That Wednesday prior to Portugal, JJ 
lapped in 1m 05s, only a tenth 
slower than the new course record 
Berger had just established 

Roberto Moreno knows all about 
Setting lap records at Fiorano, and 
how much good they are to you 
when you're trying to wrestle an 
outdated Coloni FC188B round the 
bumps of the Autodromo Hermanos 
Rodriguez, but JJ was luckier, With 
Onyx he had a team on the up, with a 
steadily improving car, solid organis- 
ation and a good budget 

Within minutes Of the start of Friday,s 
prequalifying session, only team 

mate Stefan Johansson was faster. 

Lehto driving as if he'd been in the 
ORE:1 all season, Indeed, were it not 
for the different helmet it might still 
have been the experienced Gachot at 
the wheel, As Stefan improved, so JJ 
improved, yet he'd never so much as 
sat in the car until the previous day, 


or even seen the circuit, Was it 
difficult? 

No, not really," The voice is soft, 
with an almost musical lilt, and 


comes out from behind a set of front 
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eth that would have 
cartoon instantly penning a 


page puna). CH 
eet yen sure, a 


Like any 


by which he was BO) 


overawed. 
his original set of soft 
packer aa was omit for another 
h a revised chassis set- 
up when one of the rear suspension 
brackets broke where it mounts on 
the gearbox, as he headed for turn 
one. At first the shower of sparks and 
dust suggested the engine had failed, 
but he kept control. Now, however, 
he was down to his banzal qualifying 
tyre run in the unfamiliar spare, 
which was set up for Johansson, who 
is shorter and stockier, As you can 
read elsewhere In this issue, problems 
are the last thing you need In 
prequalifying, especially when It's 
your first time, J) didn't Improve and 
ended up sixth, which became fifth 
once Dalmas had been eliminated for 
using three sets of tyres, The promise 
was there, though. His 1m 20,880s 
was a second off Alboreto's fourth- 
fastest time and a shade over two 
seconds slower than Johansson's best, 
but it had been set on race tyres... 
Before the Spanish Grand Prix the 
following weekend, he returned from 
Le Mans to Estoril to test further for 


Lo ms 


_sbutthe aun ahone on i in Spain 


", was comfortable: the car was 
running well and I just waiting to see 
how things developed. Then there 
was a bang on lap 21 and suddenly I 
had no gears, All the oil had gone...” 
It was nonetheless a sterling Formula 
One debut, a faultless performance 
that again vindicated Rosberg's enthu- 
siasm and faith. 
It also went a long way to putting his 
Formula 3000 season into better 
perspective. After his Formula Three 
campaign, great things were expected 
not only of him, but also of Keith 
Wiggins’ Pacific Racing set-up, as 
they graduated together, Things didn't 
quite work out that way, however. 
With an Inferior package (a Ral Alfa 
) Eddie Irvine had been a 
‘on occasions in 1988. 


Onyx. On Goodyear's C und ~— Now here h 
(soft) race tyres, he 1a fe was, outqualifying and 
18,885; on qualifying uive In Im outracing Lehto in an identical car 


111820, The latter would have need othe me team, 


him 16th positi 
ere bein ee 
Jerez he became th ‘ 

runner after Johanswon's posit 

and acquitted himself like a veteran 

even though his final qualifying run 

‘ “Tas spoled for an unusual reason, 
Pu to land « helicopter 


me 
uae 


© he swapped 
for an FFI600 


making, he wa had 
Formula One was some! ing 
always aimed to do, ae Mike MONEYTRON 


British FF2000 title in i987 
progress was remarkable for: 
lurid angles at which he Blaha’ 
machinery. It resulted in a ae 
support for his career, which in He: 
produced the inevitable detracton, 
The latter had a field day when te 
went Formula Three in 1988, on 
counting up to 18 separate ‘offs’ 
one stage, Certainly the “go quicker 
instincts frequently over-rode other 
considerations, Going for a hat-trick 
at Thruxton, frustrated by being held 
up by Martin Donnelly's Ralt, he 
tried too hard and hit the chicane 
tyre wall, 

“At one stage I was convinced | wis 
going to break my legs”, he recills 
"But right at the last moment | 
managed to grab second gear and 
that sent the car in sideways." After’ 
night in hospital he drove the 200 
miles home, before deciding Finland 
was the place to be.That was despite 
the fact that it had taken him mot 
than an hour to get dressed, such 
was the pain from cracked ribs. 
Thereafter he listened more ‘ be 
counsel of Rosberg and Marlbe 
mentor James Hunt, who sugBes\” 
cooler approach, The "go Wc. 
instinct is never far from the surf 
however, but what really marks 
Out to watch now that m 
Formula One is that so far ther 
been no evidence of the overt! 
that has usually characterised ¢ he 
Move to a new category: FINN ch 
has matured early, of €l8¢ MO tl 
Mistakes in the privacy of wy nas? 
testing, Whatever, Finland 90" 
Potential successor to Keke: * Tt 
vital difference that he h# 
with a good team at a muc 
Stage of his career, @ 


his 


$$ 
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Congratulations to Mr. Paul Gamblin of Shripney, West Sussex, who 
was the winner of the Willlams/Renault clothing for Part 2 of the 
competition. 
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me x, Siiverst 
Oporto 
Honda 
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plier: present the Initial of the Wo 
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ely Farina, Fangio (6), Fittipaldi (2) 

hewtiom, Hill (3), Hulme, Hunt, 

'e€8, Stewart (3), Scheckt 

Piquet (3), Prost (2), oo 


lone 1975 (Fittipaldi) 


2); Monsanto (1) Estoril (6). 
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both answers.) 
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A: Ascari (2), Andretti 
B: Brabham (3), 

L: Lauda (3), 

C: Clark (2) 

R: Rindt, Roskerg 

J: Jones. 
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hat should be the end of 
getting up at five o'clock on Friday 
mornings!” 
If Mike Eurle's face wore a beam of 
| delight in the paddock in Estoril 

immediately after the Portuguese 
Grand Prix, it was deserved Money- 
tron Onyx hadn't just captured jt 
best result since it entered the World 
Championship in Rio, with Stefan 
Johansson taking third Place behind 
Berger and Prost; it was also Virtually 
certain it would escape the dreaded 
Friday morning Prequalifying for 1999, 
Consider the problem. Grand Prix 
tracks are only licensed to run 26 
Formula One cary in a race, and onl 
30 at any one time in qualifying, hi 
the end of 1988 it became abundant} 
clear to FISA that at least 40 
were likely to show Up for oveny ane 
of the 16 1989 World Championshi 
rounds (the final tally was 41). What 


62 
rr 


was the best way to sort out who 
patea be guaranteed a chance to 
Prequalifying - Qualifyin, 

; B tO try to 
Qualify - was the only sensible answer, 


igh tough it might Prove to be 
mee se Who had to Participate 
igh it may be Necessary, however 


it is univ 
aneehoy ersally regarded asa 


On Tuesd; 
ay ANd live there until ay 


ain Whereupon 


Crs, At 


Monaco it means lengthy treks to a" 


from a garage located halfway © 
Nice. 

The mechanics rise at five, 
duty by six, and then face 
pressure hour that starts dl 
And if their charges don't meCe af 
Prequalifying, they are curfee 
quickly. In some cases, Pas 
only valid for the remainder ts end 
day. Many bust their balls just ire ‘ 
up feeling like second class ei 
Out on the track, there's 8% ins 
Stand-off when the sessiO? ied 
On the one hand, every pico the 
1s experience in the bank ays £08 
other hand, prequalifiers #!W# cen 
dirty track because nobody mh 
running there recently oe meat! 
have cleaned the surfaces: 7 some 
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¢ with learning tl 
ompromise, bec 


t 
ean UP yc 
clears a erick up the car, di 


Jost set 
fo od 
one hour ies and set a good enoug 
any oraiready cutting things mig’ 
is ; 
time, 


teams. those that shoul: 
v ir « 

pe there, will run ane 

real re else before they 

He? the transporter tak 

the race Larrousse 

ives its Lolas a whirl 

Me Satihery, banking and 4 

7 ke sure the engine doesn't 

r leak oll, Despite that 

wan go wrong. At Jerez, for 

ee can fichele Alboreto's LC89 


fine 
The smart 


CT ut on the circuit early on 
oPPelectrical failure. He didn’t just 
wi 


‘o sets of tyres, but 
loved Ee or ume running back to 
also lost tie spare car was set up for 
ee Alliot, and time to change it 
ic Too short. The Italian 
Mes ae of the select four who 
vr gresed to official qualifying 
ren the best can fail, Martin Brundle 
missed out for little reasons in Canada 
and France, and Alex Caffi in Brazil 
and Britain, yet both have shown 
themselves capable of running str- 
ongly elsewhere. 

There is an argument that the extra 
hour of prequalifying can be advant- 
ageous later in the day for the 
successful teams, but it can be a two- 
edged sword, Brabham really showed 
how the thing should be done during 
the first half of the year, with a slick 
turnround that usually had Brundle 
and Modena at the head of the time 
sheets and then ready to go the 
minute the first free practice session 
began at 10. The hallmark of a good 
team was its apparent lack of panic. 

pert aren't so efficient. Larrousse, 
Or one, spi 
missing the first 
pate free practice session trans- 
the proper 
alifying, and 
With more 
it began to move in 


; ak extr 
really. 
irty track makes a 
ifficult to evaluate 
And track ote often the ambient 
" Practinr sratures have risen by 
Bug, 2 site anyway, Places like 
ete no are 4n exception, though, 
advance Y has been able to test 
Grivers 
as are “sd on are as tough 


car's © €am personnel. 
i peennera, for example, 
ON a set of intermed- 


lonely walks 


Brabham 

“It's the fairest way they can do 
it. How else are you going to thin 
out 39 cars? So it’s typical Formula 
One: cut and thrust, sudden death 
|- but it has to be that way. Pre 
| qualifying is the most difficult 
| hour I’ve ever spent in a racing 
|car. Take Montreal this year: I 
had four mechanical problems in 
|the first half-hour; there's no 
| substitute for circuit time - and I 
| hadn’t been to Montreal for three 
| years. So I had thirty minutes 
|left, on an unfamiliar, drying 
track, to do a supersonic time 

| 


Larrousse 
“No-one can possibly realise what 
an unbelievable experience having 
to prequalify is in its intensity, its| 
tension. You can be sure of abso 
lutely nothing, if you have any 
problems on the car it's a night 
mare, And if you come upon a 
guy who shouldn't even be in 
Formula One, a guy who's asleep 
out there on the track, and gets in| 
your way... There's only one 
solution: you must get a clear lap, | 
and you mustn't make a mistake 


Zakspeed are another German team to have been hard hit by the prequalitying rule, as Suzui 


everywhere else 


ik| was In Phoenix « and 
‘lupo Pasa’ Ronee 


63 


soft 
jates that are partway between 
race tyres and qualifiers, and Lage 
to eke around 15 taps out of them, 
that time they've got to dial in 
chassis, tuning ride heights, spring 
rates, wing angles and rollbar 
before their one-shot run ioe quall- 
fiers. Pirelli's runners are 
the same boat. Run into 4 problem, 
as did JJ Lehto in Portugal, when his 
Onyx broke its rear suspension, and 
your chances are minimal. 
The effect of continual failure t0 
prequalify on teams such as Zakspeed 
and Euro Brun can be imagined, a8 
can Onyx's anguish at Silverstone, 


fifth at Ricard it seemed set to 


least another six months. 

Each half year the situation is 
monitored, like a league table, Results 
are assessed for the previous two half 
seasons, with points or non-points 
scoring placings stacked up. The top 
13 teams then go straight to qualify- 
ing, passing go. The rest go to the jail 
of prequalification. Such is the 
intensity of competition that even 
the points scoring teams are likely to 
find themselves rising early on Fridays 
in 1990, but there is little alternative. 
It's as fair a system as can be devised, 


and while it might shake a few no- 


hopers from the Formula One tree, it 
also sharpens those with the ability 
to improve. 

As Brabham, Scuderia Italia and Onyx 
have shown this year, life In prequa- 
lifying may be a bitch, but talent will 
always find its own level, 


For the second half of the year, 


Nightmare inthe morning: Enrico Bertaggi in Spain 


Aton Puc Rey 


lipo Puc Rey 


Specialists in Sports, Leisure and Coip 
Com Panies and Nese an clothing for 


No matter how large or small let us promote your 
Company, Team or Sponsor's image 


We can supply anything from a tee shirt to a cashmere blazer 


The Arrows merchandise and other garments will be on sale at 
the Racing Car Show at Olympia in January 1990, Should you 
require any more information or you would like to see our range 
of garments, come and see us on Stand 452, Level 1 where a 
member of staff will assist and advise you on promotional wear to 
suit your needs 


B.F.S. LEISUREWEAR 


A Division of Barrett Frar 
ton West Huddersfiel 
0484) 864741 


schise Services Limited 
18 9XE 

P.O. Box 3, Clay jd HD! 

Telephone: ( 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| fae Kenny Acheson returned 
to Brands Hatch for the fourth 
round of the World Sportscar 
Championship — his first race in 
England for six years and his first 
at Brands since 1980, 

Partnered by Mauro Baldi, Acheson 
piloted the Mercedes home first 
another step nearer the manufact- 
urery title. Acheson was delighted 
to win again in Britain reminding 
everyone of the abilities he had 
displayed earlier in the decade — 
abilities that had earned him a 
Formula One drive, 


In July 1983 I had interviewed the 
25-year-old Kenny Acheson in the 
Silverstone paddock prior to his first 
Grand Prix practice session, The 
young man was not backward in 
coming forward. Over confident, | 
thought. In October 1989 the 32. 
year-old version walked through the 
swing doors of London's Great 
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vr 
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y Andy Smith 


Western Hotel. There was a genuine 
casy smile and 4 relaxed air about 
him. He had learned a lot about life 
if Six years, obviously 

1 woulda’t say Silverstone in ‘83 was 
my debut Grand Prix — I didn't start 
a race that year until Kyalami 


October it was now 4 good year . 
Acheson had cx 

Pericnced 
of bad years in fact aged 


The son of 4 


® in Northern 
ade 


farmer from Cookstow 
Ireland, he haq m 
impression 


i n, 
Ban in Formulg Two 


Fashed badly, 


4 


THE FARMER’S BOY 


to seventh in the championship 
Opportunity presented by J 
McDonald to attempt Formula ‘ 
in the RAM March 
45 a chance and at that time chat 
Were running out for me. | was! 
about racing then, | think I'm 4” 
Wiser now 


Ralt Honda and in 1983 grabbed iE 


I guess | sa 


Then | thought 08)” 


Formula One, but had nobody 
advise me 

pt 
Acheson's Formula One debut F 


duced the usual tabloid prey 


description ‘Farmer's Boy 
Farmer's Boy from Cookstow® 
about summed it up 
Tom Wheatcroft and Robert Fea! 
had supported me but really © 
Was very litle they could do 
help.” Acheson attempted (© 4 
the RAM at every Grand Pris 
Silverstone, that year’s foun’ 
to South Africa, round 15. !* 


arid 
SUaranteed a place on the ef 


Kyalami as there were only 2 


| chi 


Doning? 


nal 


ere 


alll 
fro® 


ine 
jo 


) Pate 


Cesar 


frustrating pe« 
I suppose ir 
nobody spoke t 
~ at the front nob 
you. There's n 
ho’s not qualifying 
not even near 


as now 


ace and returned & 
pritain to plan a revised ce 
for 1985 In conjunction ss ne 
good friends Eddie Ceara ‘i 
Johansson, Acheson decided on Japan 
Formula Two and Group ©. 
The chance to return to Formula 
One came in tragic circumstances 
Manfred Winkelhock, the courteous 
West German, was killed in a sports 
car race in Canada in August. To the 
disgust of John McDonald several 
drivers were on the phone to him 
within hours asking about the possi 
bility of replacing him in the RAM 
McDonald gave none of them house 
room and instead called Acheson in 
Japan. “Kenny had been loyal to us at 
adifficult time two years before and 
I felt that we owed him a favour 
Acheson was on hand too. In spare 
moments at home in England he had 
been asked by McDonald to run in 
the RAM cars before Grands Prix 
2 ae more cash about than in 
7 ft were backed by Skoal 
Pandit 1 felt reasonably confident 
Mbit all — f'd just won a Formula 


Found in Japan so I agre 
ed to do 
4 couple of races,” 8 Na 


jn just one F 


"apt 
SA MADFE Kenny in F3 action in 1980 


CHAMPION 


The car 


nachinery 
and Serg 


been subje 


Donington 


1 Prix a 
Imola. By t 
wouldn't r 
had more tself 
The Hart e us. 
The team t 40 of them 1 
through the curtailed 1985 seas 
due to blow-ups. “If McDonald co 
have made a deal with an engine 


manufacturer so that he wasn’t pay 
for all the engines then we might 
have been able to do the 
season, but really there wasn't much 
hope when you're paying out for 
engines that only go for 40 yards. 

As expected Acheson's comeback 
was over almost before it started. He 
was recalled by RAM for the Austrian 
Prix at Oesterreichring 10 


whole 


Grand 


August 


retired 


1985 


qualified 2 
On lap 17. ted 23rd but 
Btid at the 
Zan 


failed to make the 
next Grand Prix au 
qualified 24th at Monga 
was out with gear 
ap three ; 

At Sp 


oort 


box failure on 


‘a the engine f 

he ngine failures were such 
‘at only three units Ww 

the team 

was 


ere available 


and special permission 
given by FISA to can 


entry. The whole team f, 
the last 


cel Acheson's 
‘ailed to make 
: two races of the 
yalamt and Adelaide 


k 
rac 


season 
1 decided enou gh y er 
pulled out of their sneneenan 
mide hes thete Sponsorship 

aguely about ‘corporate 
objectives having been achieved.’ [t 
Was the end of RAM in Formula One 
the end of Kenny Acheson in Formula 


One and according to McDonald 
Hime to ‘accept that trying to compete 
‘Sa privateer in Formula One js 
virtually impossible 

The real frustration from Acheson's 
brief sojourn in Formula One was 
that nobody saw enough of him to be 
ble to make a judgement on his 


ability. Being on the fringe meant 


body paid him much attention 
Except — and for Acheson it is 


Y noticeable except — “I was in 
the motor home at Oesterreichring 
ust before my first Grand Prix back 
Only two people from Formula One 

by to wish me luck and say 

you've got another chance 
They were Ron Dennis and Patrick 
Head. Ey time | think of that I 


realise why they have got where they 
are and why they are at the top of 
two of the best teams in Formula 


One because they actually know 


what's happening inside and outside 


Formula One. Most of the others 
probably didn’t even know 1 was 
there, but those two had made it 


their business to find out 

By Monza Acheson had already dec 
ided that his chances of succeeding 
in Formula One were fast disap 
| thought, ‘who needs it?” It 


caring 
E as earning any money 


was not as if | w 


out of it and there was no point in 


just making up the numbers. ear 
are so different now The outwardly 
ality has 


vile person 
Jent but fragile pe 
ne: placed by a tougher 


long since been re on 


d character The sudd 
Mercedes has helped of 
e also feels that I've 
a lot since 1985, I've 
the experience and 
her things 1 
and other 


more rounde 
success with 
course, but hi 
grown UP 


et m 
learned fro! 

at there are ot 
One 
than Formula 


realised th 
life than Formula 


things in motor racing 


One 5 was level 
ble to walk 


ful to 


son by 198 
o be al 
la One, grate! 


Kenny Ach 
headed enough © 
away from Formu! 


have avoided a worse fate than simply 
not being able to write "Formula One 
driver’ by ‘Occupation’. “There's NO 
point in doing it just for your own 
ego. At the end of the day | was @ 
professional and t had to earn @ 
living. There was no sense in doing It 
unless I was well paid.” 

“1 decided to go back to Japan, tty to 
enjoy racing and earn a living and 
still give value for moncy- I'm lucky 
I'm still able to race, I get paid for it 
and I do something I enjoy in life. 
Not many people can say that. I can’t 
class myself as an ex-Formula One 
driver because I wasn't there long 
enough.” 

But whatever he feels, Acheson IS an 
ex-Formula One driver. Three starts, 
one classified finish. Eric Russell, the 
Middlesex cricketer received his 
England cap and sweater on the 
morning of his first Test, waited until 
the first ball was bowled and whis- 


Acheson in 1982, ater moving UP 


“d worked out fuel and rev 
Pecioecs it was simple; just alter 
the mixture switch for very slow 
corners to 2 very tich setting other- 
wise it would have been too hard on 


pered 'W.E. Russell, Middlesex and dhe engine. Maybe other drivers would 
England, the can't take them away have panicked, I was too t fe a i 
now,’ It is similar for Acheson. Kenny Or too experienced now? faye. 
‘Acheson, Formula One Grand Prix I've done well enough at Mercedes 
driver. “Yes,” he chortled, “But and not screwed up yet. The thing 


| England have had some bad players about the team and the car is that I 


haven't they?” can drive badly and still finish second, 
| Japan proved to be great experience, a8 I did at Nurburgring this year. In 
| “I's tough, very competitive: ask Formula One I drove well in qualifying 
Ivan Capelli, Emanuele Pirro, Jean and didn’t even make the grid! And 
‘Alesi or Martin Donnelly, With the nobody noticed!” 


involvement of Honda, Toyota and 
Nissan things are becoming very 
professional, but you're still expected 
to enjoy your racing. You'll race 28 
times a year in Group C, the Champ- 
ionship or Formula 3000 and have to 
test twice a week. You are a full time 
professional driver. Not like over 
here where you can have nine or ten 
races and then say ‘I'm a racing 
driver.’ In Japan you earn your money, 
but it’s good fun; I'd recommend it 
to anyone, it’s a good way of life.” 

By 1988 Acheson was back in the 
mainstream with Mercedes in Group 
C. Mike Thackwell who had driven 
for them in 1987 retired and recom: 
mended him, Acheson was contracted 
for Le Mans, where the team withdrew 
with tyre problems before the race, 
then impressed everyone at Fuji with 
a brilliant stint, leading the race 
comfortably, leaving Jaguar under 
pressure as Martin Brundle aimed to 
clinch the championship. Sauber 
Mercedes signed Acheson for 1989. 


But Acheson sees a sign of change in 
Formula One. “It is hard to judge a 
good or a bad driver now. Prost and 
Senna have always been outstanding 
but Mansell never stood out until he 
had a proper chance and that came 
in Formula One. Now for ability and 
courage he’s absolutely fantastic, but 
the trend that's developing is that 
young drivers are getting a chance - 
Donnelly, Alesi, Lehto and Herbert, 
‘They've all done extremely well and 

Formula One to 


encouraged 
(iad Outside itself for the 


Mean machine: Mercedes 
tow gan ean Ht 


10 F2: note the backng from Donington 


Acheson's 1983 ambitions haye long 
gone but “if somebody asks and Pays 
[ll do it. I would like another crack 
but I have to be realistic about the 
opportunities available, there are very 
few, if that many. I don’t think I've q 
chip on my shoulder — I still think 
it's the ultimate test of a racing 
driver, Formula One, but I am happy 
with what I’m doing, I think Group ¢ 
is becoming a better championship 
and will improve some more.” 
Kenny drank one last cup of coffee, 
Time was short. The 3.50 to Bath 
was waiting round the corner in 
Paddington Station. Even during his 
days in Japan home was still England 
to the Irishman. Now he is happily 
settled in a small village near Trow: 
bridge with wife Fiona. “The milkman 
knows me, that’s about all. It’s nota 
question of liking anonymity — I've 
always had it. I don't really want 
everyone to recognise me. | just 
happen to be very lucky to be doing 
a job that I really enjoy and getting 
paid for it. One of the things that 
Japan taught me — apart from a little 
Japanese — was to enjoy what I'm 
doing, 

And he strolled away through the 
crowds at Paddington, towards the 
3.50. No rush, no hurry, no swaseet 
No second glances from anyone who 
Passed. A smart farmer's boy 0" his 
way home, @ 
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‘oF you believe it’s the end of the 
season already? As I compiled the 
golden prose for the final column of 
the year, I was actually in Adelaide 
awaiting the last race - and it is one 
we all look forward to. The Aussies 
are all so friendly, we're so well 
accepted, the race weekend is well 
run, and they have made an excellent 
job of their street circuit. No wonder 
So many of us go out there so early! 

By that stage we needed something 
to look forward to, as neither my 
USF&G Arrows team nor the sport in 
general had a great deal to write 
home about from the three Previous 
rounds of the World Championship, 

Portugal, for the Arrows team, was 
probably the biggest disappointment 
in what has turned into a disapp 
ointing season, We were Plagued by 
misfires, and qualified badly as a 
result; by the time the race came 
round, not having done enough 
running with much downforce on 
the car, we were simply too slow on 
the straight. As our Picture shows 
the nose of the Arrows came off 
Worse in a slight altercation with 
Luis Sala’s Minardi. I had been about 
six inches off his gearbox, somewher, 
around the 185 mph mark, but ASE 
quite to catch him. He was startin, 
to pull away - then all of a sudden} 
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had €xpected to 8° well at Jerez, 


a8 well, but on 
balance on ee Friday we got no 


Until m 


SC Exp], 'Y right 
ef the straight, the 24 Oded at the end 


va ‘ing me int 
around 139 mph, Not ony 


e a nasty 


did 1 give my right ankl into of 


twist, I was also forced bac! ght 
other car, and it just wasn" ree 
Jerez is tricky: it demands doub ¥ a 
commitment of any other cif¢ havin 
go to. When your car is not DE” 

itself, life can become 44 
esting. Once again it was . 
Opportunity: qualifying badly e 25 
the price - and what a price 
laps stuck behind Mr. A °° 
Who also caused confusion n eal 
Pit stop time, so that MY ie pun 
Mate Eddie Cheever actu®. > 


vent for FF as 
Me up the back. In went” 4 wa 


beh 


Should have put a mask over my car in Portugal too! 


Once past him, it was Nelson Piquet 
thad to contend with; he made a bit 
ofa mistake coming out of the fast 
left, I dived for the inside - and he 
turned in on me. A typical racing 
mae you'd have to call it, but I 
reais es in again for nose 
eee ventually I had to settle 
Di 0 ne 
bets e qualifying was hard in 
cOmnbared fe looked like a holiday 
later. 4 with Suzuka three weeks 
find Bain it took us too long to 
probe’ balance, but the main 
em 
ecen Was We just could not ¢ t 
lap on our ¢ ‘ood Bere 
0 race tuber x year qualifiers 
Anybo, ty, whi WE were as quick as 
Salling, | UCH merely made it more 
put more 
» It upset the 
Want on a 
as Hondaland 


«) ih 
ay Eddie and | were 


Matt, as a one way to go 

vided ae 4S possible, and | 

Can fre On With very | S 
nore an ittle 
T 80 out there and p 


tyes Car wo. ass 
: es Very hard to drive 


Pregig ? "eWarg; 
Sigg] {ding - 
ly 8 - and Pass cars is 


tS racing driver did, 


something like ten of them. And 
those were all good, clean dices 
genuine racing rather than making 


up placings through retirements. Mind 
you 
simply 


it was easier to concentrate on 


other people 


getting 
when I lost my rev counter and all 


my gauges on lap 10! From 25th to 


past 


6th (subject to confirmation) was 4 
pretty pleasing day's work, and I felt 
quite good on the evening of the 
race 


Which is more than can be said for 


Formula One as a whole. What 4 


shame the season has ended in suc 


th the ‘point 


was very pleased W 
was reasonable going, 


controversy. It al 


with what I thought was a dia 
decision to fine and ban Mans 
Sure, reversing in the pit lune is an 
infringement of the rules » but so is 
ignoring black when someone 
has gone off, or running W h 
illegal rear wing, or the wrong tyres 
Where do you draw the line’ We 
) r these 
need stronger contr 
areas, the sport needs more n 
iron hand RS, 
On the infamous Suzuka incice 
s this 
basic point of view : 
you've stopped - crash. Spin >” 
: ind that’s that. Ia 


you've stopped 


er finds his car ist 


driv ay 
on, of course 
position = > 
pushed - but not 10 re 
tually re-starting If the 
ee give us 
re-start, they should gt aa 
wherewithal by pee ze 
he car shouldn't they J 
ne” was nol that he wa 
<r reef, D » rejoined 
itself, but that he re ae 
se {ro asad st 
gad end 
wrong place. sad end 04 sy 
vd an unhappy Way aad Pes 
win’ hi se 
pee ) show For 
vas al] got a duty t ie ae 
We've af yee ig 
One in the best Pe 
| 
truly profession 


A much more acceptable face Bot 
Formula One wats yore atthe Se aed 
briefing in Japan when we 
action petal of Philippe Streiff, 
who was so badly hurt in Rio before 
the season even started, and about 
whose progress you can read else 
where in the magazine, Jean-Matie 
Balestre put the idea forward, oe 
we have all decided to help (0 @ level 
determined by individual financial 
status, The teams will contribute 100, 
and the sum will be matched by BS 
(almost makes the fines worthwhile! ). 
T think it’s nice that all the drivers 
feel strongly enough to do it» after 
all. there's nothing else we ci do. 
Philippe’s case is a reminder that 
racing still is dangerous: you have an 
accident at 200 miles an hour, you 
can be in a Sherman tank and you're 
still going to suffer, That's all part of 
the pressure on the drivers, and one 
reason why we try constantly £0 
increase safety: circuits can do so 
much, constructors can make cars 
stronger - but at the end of the day 
only one man gets hurt, and that’s 
the driver, There's a fine line between 
making it and not making it, between 
having an accident and avoiding it. 
Life's very difficult out there, and 
there's a lot of good, hungry talent 
trying to get amongst it, 

But now it’s time to look forward. 
Every year | get enthused, but never 
more than this time, We lost mom» 
entum at Arrows somewhere around 
Hockenh and when Ross Brawn 
left the team. Unlike most people, 1 
can keep my momentum going, as my 
drive at Suzuka proved «| felt it was 
my best of the season, and it shows 
what can be done, Now I'm looking 


One of the highlights of 
the track - but stil in 


MY year cq 
a high-spee 


At least | get the front seat in this cockp 


= even if my straps are too tight! 
(Spc 


forw ard to being a Lotus driver. 
weve o male “ ban : axon Europe Ltd would 
se ive times before, 
and I'm so glad it’s finally a fact, New o 4 ee con i 
Ows Formula One 


spirit in the team, Lamborghini 
engines looking good - I can scarcely 
wail, 

Next year was already much on my 
mind when I set off for Adelaide with 
Eddie Cheever immediately after the 
Japanese race. We planned to run 10 
kilometres a day, do an hour's 
work it day, and play 36 holes of golf 
a day! It was good for me, as | hadn't 
been able to get down to proper 
exercise since damaging my back 
Getting fit for Lotus was the most 
important thing, Well, not quite: 
Cheever’s been improving on the 
golf course recently, and we were 
playing for high stakes: $10 4 match! 
We don’t mess around... 


Motor racing team on their 
Performance in the 1989 season. 


ee forward to contributing 

_ rds their success by once | 
ee Ploviding tough, reliable / 

Pltto car communications in 1990 \ 


N 
OTJUSTAPRODUCT, BUTAPARTNERSHP A, 


maxon 


Mobile - radio 


Maxton to Maxon Europe Ltd 
Park, Watton 2 erg Crescent, Watford Business 
Tel Telephone; 0923 56100 
lex 917947 MAXEUR G ESS 0923 55593 ‘ 


acing, 
‘ering Pte 


| Stine smn 
— = =. 


‘Times have been troubled, lately. for FISA President Jeen-Mane Balestre let), The Senna-Mansetl 
‘debaci¢ in Portugal... the Senna-Prost shambles in Japan. anc the generally tortured stmosphere of 
Formula One in its 1990 version. But fraternity 1s clearty the watchword in France, at least, and team 


‘manager Guy Ligier 1s not atrid to kiss and tel iden 


Grace, elegance, style... all the attrib 


a Grand Prix girl requires! 


utes 


Two heads are better 
than one, is M 
Cheever's motto 


SUPERPRIZE DKA 


Ve 
OPEN TO UK SUBSCRIBERS ONL 


US ee 


1 ie se 


FABULOUS HOLIDAY has never been a better time to subscribe to the World's best internati 
WEEKEND FOR TWO la One magazine. In 1990 we will publish monthly for ternational 
at the 1990 San Marino cing with the March issue (out February), months 


Grand Pris = | subscriber you are guaranteed delive 


ry to your door ahea ij 
tion and of course, you are eligible for d of official 


Our Super Prize Draw (see opposite 


jit need cost you no more than through your newsagents. Place your order for 
les and you will even save money. 


in additional bonus, we are giving fabulous gifts with every subscription order 
d by 16th January 1990. 


FREE FREE FREE 


15 issue Subscription of £15 with a 10 issue subscription of with a 20 aa rte of 
Post & packing) £25 (post & packing free) £47.50 avi? ahi ANE 
O Prix Planner’ — a This exclusive colourful 'T' shirt. A superb suly 

month calendar with the ‘Prix Planne 


pe oolour Photography 


~~ RUNNERS-UP Sizes ar 
PRUE a () GousoLaTion 


of the new Murray Walker Grand Prix g > 
and autographed Quiz Book to test the best. Due tobe AI 
by Martin, published in December 1989 = x 


TE) 


ie 


All you have t 
0d uw 
automat © ls be @ Subscriber to Prix Editions International and yOu 


ical sd 
Saeed 3" Our super prize draw to take place on Wedne a 
980. Allexisting subscribers on that date will be e!'9 


The fi ee 
- 4 rights nude will win @ holiday for two at a first-class hotel ( ok at 
4 a QMS, grandstand tickets for the San Marino Grand uit 


(mola and t ion to and from the ci" COMP, 

See ned ahaa a : 990 Atel Prix T ‘ei Oy ae on r 

$ Page 80 of this fe ails of how to subse" “ H 
UBSCRIBE NOW TO THE FINEST MAGAZINE COVERING FORMU | URCR 


See 
Page 49 for full g COUPON ON PAGE 80 NOW TO TAKE 
EDIe GREAT OFFER or PHONE 01-540 2396 
CARD DETAILS. 


; OPE 
FNTO Uk RESIDENTS ONLY 


PRIX EDITIONS INTERNATIONAL - EVEN BETTER VALUE IN 1990! 


has shown, Formula One - like any sport - has its little u s and downs, 
eee will you find its various moods more clearly reflected die in Prix 
wail ae International -and from the first issue of 1990 we are going monthly! 


lg) Take a walk on the wild side... 
or a quiet stroll through pits 
and paddock. PEI’s team of 
outstanding international For- 
mula One writers are there to 
bring you news and especially 
their own views of what's going 
on in the Grand Prix world. 


CONQUEST OF FORMULA ONE: 
by Christopher Hilton 
Patrick Stephens Ltd. 

£16.95 


ce 
ould Honda do the honour. 


able thing and give both - in the 
time-honoured phrase - equal treat 
ment? They would be asked this 


question at a press conference and 
find their answer at worst awkward, 
and at best, misunderstood.” Prost 
and Senna? No, the drivers in question 
were Mansell and Piquet 

Honda's domination of Grand Prix 
racing is still not the impressive feat 


it deserves to be because there 
exists the feeling that Honda has 
determined which of its drivers 
should win in certain circumstances. 
Christopher Hilton's book plots the 
history of Honda's “Conquest of 
Formula One". It is a fine book. 
written in an easy and attractive style 
meticulously researched and with 
plentiful quotes to enliven the text 
At the heart of the text is a story of a 
business - a very big one. One of the 
pleasures of the book is the way in 
which the author exposes the “success 
at all costs” ethic for which this 
Japanese conglomerate has become 
rightly famous. It thus further exposes 
4 crucial question about the sport 
how much is a success a function of 
technology and how much is due to 
driver skill? 


The book addresses the question 


indeed probes it quite hard, but lik; 
so many before him the author cannoy 
rightfully deliver an answer 

The book stops at Mexico 1989 - the 
feud between Senna and Prost only 


in its infancy, although bitter enough 


even then, and‘perhaps this is the 
enigma of the work - it is this r 
McLaren-Honda driver feud, like the meeeeate men oO 


many moods, from the 
smile that says life can 
only improve, to the 
slump that means the 
worst has probably 
already happened. PEI 
takes you behind the 
Scenes to find out why 
the drivers react the 
Way they do... and why 
fortune favours the 
Select few. 


Mansell/Piquet disagreement in the 
Williams-Honda 
somehow become 


era, which has 
more 
than the colossal achievement that 


Christopher Hilton portrays in his 


important 


appreciation of Honda's contribution 
to motor sport 

One unhappy note: the pictures or 
the whole are disappointing - whilst 
some of the black and white photo 
graphs are very evocative, many are 
messy. The plates 


occasions out of focus 


colour are on 


WORLD ATLAS OF MOTOR 
RACING CIRCUITS 
by Joe Saward 
Hamlyn. 224 pages 
£14.95 


Wr better way of filling in the 


close season of motor racing than to 
read about all the world's circuits, 
enjoy Jim Bamber's excellent draw. 
ings, and be entertained by a guide 
who has seen more of the tracks than 
most? Joe Saward is one of the most 

idiosyncratic members of the nomadic 
Formula One fraternity, and one 


who has pitched his tent 


literally at more motor 
tracks than most 


hot arguments, 
This is more than am 


almost 
facing 
People have had 


cre desc tiptive 
here is a wealth 


Xt 1S sub-divided 


Bamber drawings, themselves accomP: 
anied by straightforward diagrams 
Major circuits. 


with 
Saward is renowned as a man 


Oops! However hard you plan, 
things can go awry - as they 


encyclopaedic knowledge 

Bs oh i: in tc point out the did at Spa last year for these 

odd little error here and there: ti Bfentlemen, No fun if yo 

Baiiisaraiciccult claimed the Hf can’t have a laugh, is it? So _ 

Of Elio de Angelis in 1986, not 198° likes to look at the lighter side 

45 stated; while Silverstone 195° ral eer anais One ae well. 

indeed a royal occasion, it king 

thanks to the presence of need 

George IV... But this is pronoun 4 

Upon only as a friendly 8¢ oe visu 

in no way detracts from the jsome the secioue eth 

and textual impact of 4 han” 8. eens eT 
" no © is 

Strikingly-produced and Very "4, letimes, though, ae tiving! sip Grane pace sa pane 

taining volume, which makes P&"" [What these men do for tine between 2 ut you nee h 

Ve use of the comments of the Present; there's # josing eh the magazine witl 


Ns ever i. 
between keeping the line ne touch wi 
“S¥er lose the place: keeP te 

features on Formula 2 


pes & 
and the good, and manages 1. of 
lot fun as well as as @ ‘ 
information. 


See the cream of the world’s fastest rand prix cars, racing saloons, karts, dragsters and rally cars 
including @ galaxy of champions from the international motorsport world; meet your racing 


heroes, browse through the Spectacular vehicle displays; join in the Motorsport quizzes and win 
fabulous prizes. 


The leading suppliers in motor racing will be showing their latest products, services and 

i engines; accessories; books; magazines; tyres; wheels; race 
‘Schools; rally equipment; Memorabilia; safety equipment; shock 
Ct, everything for the competitor and ‘spectator. 


AVOID THE QUEUES AND RING THE TICKET HOTLINE FOR YOUR EXPRESS PASS 


\/ 


PUBLIC OPENING HOURS 


Thursday 4th January 10.00 = ae 
Friday Sth January w on 2000 
Saturday 6th January pasar 


Sunday 7th January 


ES 
DMISSION PRIC 
" ‘Adults £4.00 Child/OAPs £2.00 


Thurs/Fri 
SavSun ‘Adults £5.00 Child/OAPs £2.50 
TRADE PREVIEW 


Wednesday 3rd January 13.00 - 20.00 


Trade Admission £7.50 


ye adimattance 
Proof of eligibility will be required before adm 
during the trade preview 


